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Church  shares  Christ’s  love  in  French  Quarter 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  A 
drunken  man  lay  OD  a  doorstep  in  New 
Orleans’  FYench  (Quarter. 

A  sli^t  chill  in  the  air  caused  him 
to  curl  into  a  ball  to  keep  warm.  His 
clothes  were  filthy  and  full  of  holes, 
his  beard  was  stubble,  and  his  face 
and  hands  were  scabbed  and  scarred. 
He  was  so  undernourished  that  his 
bones  formed  sharp  angles. 

“Hey,  do  you  feel  all  right?”  asked 
Darren  Watson,  a  student  at  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  who  Uves  only  a  few  yards 
from  where  the  man  lay.  The  man 
grunted  in  answer. 

“Have  you  been  this  way  long?” 
Watson  asked  him. 

“Yeah,”  he  said  as  he  made  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  raise  his  head. 

“Aren’t  you  tired  of  it?” 

“Yeah,  I’m  sick  of  it.”  The  man 
pushed  himself  into  a  sitting  position. 

“You  know  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  this 
way,”  Watson  said.  “There  is  anot^ 
way,”  and  he  sat  on  the  step,  beside  the 
man,  to  tell  him  how  he  could  know 
Jesus. 

Watson  does  not  have  any  special 
background  or  training  to  minister  to 
peofde  in  the  FYench  (;^rter.  As  with 
the  other  seminary  students  who  live 
at  Vieux  Carre  Baptist  Church  and 
are  involved  in  its  ministry,  he  comes 
from  a  suburban  church  background. 
But  his  love  for  CJhrist  and  his  caring 
heart  step  beyond  his  own  experiences 
to  relate  to  street  people 

“I  don’t  believe  a  doctor  has  to  have 
his  appendix  out  in  order  to  operate 
on  me,”  said  Roy  Humphry,  pastor  of 
‘  Vieux  Carre  Church  and  a  graduate 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary.  “I  don’t 
believe  a  person  has  to  be  an  alcoholic 
to  understand  an  alcoholic.  I  don’t 
believe  that  a  woman  would  have  to 
have  been  a  prostitute  in  mxler  to  ef¬ 
fectively  help  one.  I  do  believe  that  we 
have  to  have  a  concern  in  our  hearts.” 

FYom  Pbplarville,  Miss.,  Humphrey 
lived  on  the  streets  of  the  Vieux  Carre, 
or  “old  square,”  as  a  teenager.  Years 
later,  he  accpp^  (Christ  throu^  the 
witness  of  his  wife,  Virginia,  and  after 
receiving  his  master  of  religious 
education  degree  and  beii^  pastor  of 
churches  in  Mississippi  end  Loui¬ 
siana,  he  returned  to  New  Orleans  as 
pastor  of  Vieux  C^rre  Church. 

In  the  first  14  years  of  the  church’s 
history,  it  had  seen  13  pashMS,  so 
Humphry  fought  a  discouraging  bat¬ 
tle  to  gain  the  (Quarter  pei^le’s  con¬ 
fidence  After  IS  years  at  Vieux  Carre 
CJhurch,  however,  he  now  has  won  that 
trust  through  his  caring  spirit  and  his 
knowledge  of  handiwon  —  fixing 
neighbors’  cars,  leaky  roofs,  dryers, 
and  ether  broken  items,  his  neighbors 
reported.  Those  who  know  him  know 
th^  can  count  on  his  help  in  their 
times  of  need. 

One  man,  Wally,  bad  lived  on  New 
Orleans’  skid  row  tor  18  years.  “The 
day  I  caught  him,  ha  was  taking  a  coat 
off  of  a  passed-out  drunk.  For  seven 
months,  we  walked  the  streets 


together,”  Humphrey  said,  noting  he 
formed  a  binding  friendship  with  the 
man. 

Wally  accepted  Christ  and  now  is 


By  Breena  Kent  Paine 

the  caretaker  at  Vieux  Clarre  Church 
and  “the  finest  Christian  I  know,” 
Humphrey  said. 

Humphiey  believes  in  friendship 


and  lifestyle  witnessing,  as  do  the 
seminary  students  who  w^  with  him 
at  Vieux  Carre  Church  —  Watson,  of 
Shrevepixl,  La.;  CYaig  Mann,  of  Mon- 


Craig  Mann  and  Tammy  Wilkinson  invite  a  shoe-shiner  to 
Vieux  Carre  Baptist  Church,  where  they  live.  Behind  them  is 
Jackson  Square  and  its  trademark  cathedral.  A  student  In  the 
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By  living  at  Vieux  Carre  Baptist  Church  on  Oauphine  St.,  Darren  Watson  (left),  Craig 
Mann  (second  from  ri(^),  arto  Tammy  Wilkinson  (right)  minister  to  people  in  the  French 
Quarter  by  forming  friendships  with  them  and  spending  time  with  them  on  a  consis¬ 
tent  basis.  The  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  students  are  pictured  with 
Roy  Humphrey,  an  NOBTS  graduate  who  lived  on  the  Quarter  streets  as  a  teenager, 
became  a  Christian,  and  now  is  Vieux  Carre  Church's  pastor. 


master  of  divinity  degree  program  at  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
Mann  felt  called  to  minister  in  the  Quarter  after  visiting  New 
Orleans  with  a  mission  trip  from  Samford  University. 

tgomery,  Ala.;  Ihmmy  Wilkinstm,  of 
Brandon,  Miss. ;  and  Leroy  Baxter,  of 
Ibrnpa,  Fla. 

As  a  worker  at  a  corner  grocery 
store  in  the  Quarter,  Watson  is  able  to 
meet  residents  daily  “on  their  turf,” 
allowing  him  to  “establish  relation¬ 
ships  a^^ro^im  the  gospeliopeo- 
|]MgniaIly  proclaim  it  to” 
Entering  homosexuals, 
satanists,  drug  addicts, 
lies,  the  students  have 
he  frustrations  of  dealing 
ruly  unrepentant”  hearts.  Fbr 
le,  one  alcoholic  Watstxi  helped 
“sober  up  and  get  back  on  his  feet 
again”  returned  to  the  bottle  only 
tlu^  months  later. 

that  it^  not  all  cut  and 
dry.  They  still  have  a  lot  of  problems,” 
Watson  said.  “They  don’t  just  come 
i  out  of  it  a  polished  (Christian.” 

In  addition,  Mann  said  many  street 
people  feign  accepting  dirist  hoping 
to  get  free  meals  from  the  people 
sharing  the  gospel  with  them,  usual¬ 
ly  college  students  or  members  of 
church  groups  that  “blitz  the  streets 
for  a  w^.” 

Others,  such  as  one  woman  Wilkin¬ 
son  befriended,  have  heard  the  gospel 
Afttaon  (Ml),  Craig  many  times  before,  but  are  “turned 
lopla  in  the  French  off  because  they  ‘Bible  bang.’” 
them  on  a  consis-  Wilkinson  has  spent  time  becoming 
8  are  pictured  with  her  friend  and  continually  showing 
lets  as  a  teenager,  her  the  love  of  God. 

“We  haven’t  won  the  Quarter,”  add- 
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ed  Humphrey,  whose  church  is  home 
to  only  13  members.  “I  don’t  see  any 
difference  in  the  street  than  there  was 
15  years  ago,  except  a  few  different 
faces.” 

Perhaps  that  is  because  most  of  the 
people  to  whom  Vieux  Carre  Church 
ministers  are  in  the  FYench  Quarter 
“for  all  the  wrong  reasons.”  When  one 
accepts  (Christ,  church  members  try 
to  send  him  back  home,  away  from 
the  quarter  atmosphere. 

“There  are  numerous  voodoo 
shops,”  Baxter  said.  “People  (in  the 
()uairter)  have  written  (Vieux  Carre 
(Church)  letters  saying,  ‘Why  are  we 
there  ruining  their  fun  when  we  could 
be  in  the  sulwrbs  with  the  rest  of  the 
churches?’  ” 

But  Baxter  has  found  an  avenue  for 
growth  through  the  Quarter’s 
children.  He  and  his  wife,  Jonnie,  hold 
Backyard  Bible  CHubs  at  the  church. 
As  a  result,  some  of  the  children  have 
accepted  (Christ,  and  Acteens  and 
Girls-in-Action  Missions  groups  have 
been  formed  to  help  them  grow  in 
their  faith. 

Most  of  these  children  come  from 
si^e-fMrent  or  no-parent  homes, 
with  a  sister  or  a  gran^other  caring 
for  them,  Baxter  said.  Three  of  the 
children  who  accepted  Christ  and 
joined  the  church  come  from  “the 
sturdiest”  of  French  Quarter  family 
life:  “sort  of  a  common-law  father.” 

With  such  unstable  backgrounds, 
the  children  grow  up  without  uiowing 
the  meaning  of  love.  “We  can  offer 
them  a  love  that’s  worth  finding,” 
Baxter  said,  “and  not  just  a  quick  or 
superficial  love.” 

Most  Quarter  people  are  “looking 
for  something  to  ease  their  pain, 
peace  for  their  heart,”  he  continued. 
“W^  offer  the  only  true  peace  to  fill 
that  void  —  Jesus.” 

Breena  Kent  Paine  is  on  the  staff  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  Tammy 
Wilkinson  is  the  daughter  of  Keith 
Wilkinson,  director  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Sunday  School  Depart¬ 
ment.  Her  “home”  church  is  Pineiake 
in  Rankin  County. 


1 

What’s  inside 

1  Editorials . 

. ..Paae  2  I 

1  A  labeled  convention  I 

1  SBC  proffram  . . 

. .  .Pafte  5  1 

1  “Faces  and  1 

1  Places”  . 

. . .  Paife  9  1 

1  Letters  to  the  1 

1  Editor . 

...Page  8  1 

1  Sunday  School  I 

commentaries 

..Page  15 

Devotional . 

.  .Page  16 

PAGE  2  BAPTIST  RECORD  Thursday.  March  8,  1990 

Editorials .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 

'  A  labeled  convention 


The  two  candiates  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  for  the  presidency  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  There 
will  be  only  two  serious  candidates. 
When  the  “conservative”  group  began 
to  win  because  it^icked  a  candidate 
and  supported  him  as  a  body,  the 
“moderates”  began  to  realize  the  on¬ 
ly  hope  for  that  group  would  be  to  do 
the  same  thing. 

So  we  win  have  two  candidates. 

In  a  very  true  sense,  that  is  a  sad 
condition.  It  doesn’t  take  a  very  long 
memory  to  remember  when  one  went 
to  a  convention  without  knowing  who 
would  be  nominated.  There  were  no 
power  groups.  Nominations  were 
decided  by  groups  of  a  few  peofrie  or 
by  one  person.  One  year  there  were  14. 
Two  run-offs  were  needed  to  decide 
who  would  be  the  president. 

With  14  nominations,  any  one  of 
those  nominated  could  win.  TTiis  year 
the  winner  will  be  decided  between 
two  men.  They  are  the  candidates  of 
the  two  political  “parties.”  One  is  a 
“conservative.”  The  other  is  a 
"moderate.” 

Theologically  it  is  probable  that 
there  is  very  little  difference  Both  are 
conservative  The  election,  however, 
will  not  be  decided  on  theology.  It  will 
be  decided  by  which  of  the  “parties” 
is  able  to  get  the  most  suppliers  pre¬ 
sent  fru*  the  vote 

Why  do  we  have  to  have  “parties”? 
Thankfully,  such  is  not  the  case  in 
Mississippi.  In  our  last  presidential 
election  there  were  no  j^rty  labels 
mentioned.  It  seems  that  Mississippi 
pastors  and  lay  people  who  are  involv¬ 


ed  in  the  denominational  effort  want 
to  keep  the  fellowship  close  and  the 
labels  out.  That  is  very  good  indeed. 

Follow^  the  election,  a  nationwide 
publication  SBC  Today,  announced 
that  in  Mississippi  the  “moderate” 
candidate  had  won  and  the  “fun¬ 
damentalist”  candidate  had  come  in 
fourth.  The  Baptist  Record  sp^e  to 
both  of  the  candidates  mentioned. 
Neither  desired  to  be  called  by  the 
label  given  him.  Eddie  Hamilton,  the 
presi&nt,  said  it  is  unfortunate  that 
labels  have  to  be  a  part  of  the  picture 
in  any  way.  “We  are  all  Christian 
broth^”  he  said.  Ed  Gandy  said  that 
he  supposed  that  his  determined 
stand  on  ^  Bible  might  have  caus¬ 
ed  him  to  be  called  a  “fundamen¬ 
talist”  by  some  but  that  he  saw 
himself  only  as  one  who  is  trying  to 
serve  the  Lord  and  the  denomination 
in  any  way  that  he  can. 

We  don’t  need  labels  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  framework  any  more  than  we 
need  them  in  Mississippi.  But  we  have 
them.  The  “we”  is  us^  advisedly,  for 
all  Mississippi  Baptists  are  Southern 
Baptists  al^. 

The  “conservative”  candidate,  Mor¬ 
ris  Chapman,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Wichita  Falls,  Ibxas,  was  chosen  by  a 
political  group.  While  it  has  no  name, 
it  is  nonetheless  a  political  movement. 
Its  leaders  get  together  annually  to 
determine  who  is  to  be  candidate  The 
candidate  then  is  introduced  at  the 
group’s  meeting  in  Fetniiary,  which  is' 
a  pastors’  conference  at  First  Church, 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

The  “moderate”  candidate,  Daniel 


Vestel,  pastor  of  Dimwoody  Church, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  decided  on  his  own  to 
make  the  run  ;  but  he  is  supported  by 
the  group  called  Baptists  Committed 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
He  found  someone  to  nominate  him. 

The  “conservative”  candidate  will 
be  nominated  by  John  Bisagno,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Houston,  Texas. 
Heretofore,  Bisagno  has  maintained 
his  neutrality. 

Bisagno  issued  a  six-page  paper 
detailing  his  reasons  for  planmng  to 
nominate  Chapman.  He  noted  that  ‘It 
is  not  unity  at  any  cost  that  will  save 
this  denomination.  It  is  unity  around 
a  perfect  Lord  Jesus  and  all  that  we 
know  about  him  found  in  a  perfect 
book.” 

'That  is  true. 

With  all  due  respect  to  Bisagno  and 
without  wishing  to  cast  any  asper¬ 
sions  on  Mississippian  Chapman, 
however,  it  is  statements  of  that 
nature  that  are  continuing  to  tear  us 
apart.  Who  is  it  among  us  who  doesn’t 
believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  is  perfect 
and  that  the  Bible  is  the  perfect  Word 
of  God?  Statements  such  as  the  above 
tend  to  make  the  world  and  many 
Sou^m  Baptists  believe  that  there 
are  Southern  Baptists  who  don’t 
believe,  in  these  precepts.  Such 
statements  would  seem  to  point  out 
that  there  is  a  group  among  us  which 
believes  themselves  to  be  and 
declares  themselves  to  be  holier  and 
more  able  to  serve  than  others  among 
us  and  excludes  those  whom  they 
judge  to  be  beyo^  the  boundary. 

Tliat  they  are  sincere  in  their  bdiefs 


MOST  PENETR/mNG  OFAU  WRmNG 


is  not  to  be  denied.  It  must  be  admit-- 
ted,  however,  that  the  problem  lies  in 
perceptions  and  not  in  the  beliefs  of 
some.  The  group  such  as  is 
represented  by  that  statement  has 
seemed  to  set  itself  up  as  ju^e  and 
jury  of  Southern  Baptist  beliefs  and 
conditions,  and  its  judgment  is  faul¬ 
ty.  Only  whra  that  group  comes  down 
off  of  its  lofty  perch  and  decides  to. 
reside  and  work  alongside  the  rest  of 
the  people  will  the  controversy 
subside. 

That  is  not  to  denigrate  in  any  way 
the  ‘^conservative”  candidate.  Those 


who  go  to  the  convention  in  New 
Orleans  in  June  should  vote  for  whom 
they  chose  without  any  political  con¬ 
siderations.  No  doubt,  either  would 
make  a  fine  president. 

The  “conservative”  candidate,  more 
than  likely,  would  make  his  appoint¬ 
ments,  which  is  a  powerful  tool,  from 
among  those  of  like  persuasion.  The 
“moderate”  candidate,  more  than 
likely,  would  make  his  appointments 
from  a  more  broadly  ba^  listing. 

That  is  where  the  (fifference  lies  and 
the  basis  that  should  be  used  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  decision  on  voting. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

A  new  frontier  in  Mississippi 


According  to  Wdt»ter,  a  frontier  is 
“the  last  edge  of  settled  country 
where  the  wilds  begin,  part  of  one 
country  that  touches  tlw  edge  of 
another.”  It  is  apparent  to  me  that  the 
Black  community  of  Mississippi  is  the 
new  frontier  in  which  to  begin 
Southern  Baptist  churches.  Why? 

(1)  We  have  worked  alo^ide  Na¬ 
tional  Baptists  (denominatioaal  name 
for  Black  Baptists)  for  over  SO  years, 
providing  training  for  ministers  and 
la3fpersoos  through  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Seminary  and  the  Biracial 
Conunission.  Cooperative  Program 
funds  are  not  being  channeled  to  this 
Great  Adventure  since  1989.  Southern 
Baptists  are  to  be  commended  for  this 
mission  venture  Thousands  have 
been  taught.  National  Baptists  will 
continue  their  minist^. 

(2)  Southern  Baptists  have  over 
1,300  Black  Southern  Baptist  chiaiches 
in  the  United  States.  We  have  12  Black 
Southern  Baptist  congregations  in 
Mississippi  —  Gulfport,  Biloxi, 
Picayune,  Greenville,  Clarksdale, 
Batesville,  Tlipelo,  Summit,  and  four 
in  Jackson.  Other  churches  in 
Starkville,  New  Albany,  Laurel, 
Tupelo,  and  Sununit  are  on  the  draw¬ 
ing  boud  to  help  reach  over  500,000 


By  Richard  Brogan 
unchurched  Blacks  in  Mississippi. 

(3)  We  must  redeflne  our  conrapt  of 
missions.  Missions  must  be  done 
locally  in  our  own  backyards  and 
across  the  tracks.  Church^  do  mis¬ 
sions.  Associations,  conventions,  and 
boards  share  resources  and 
strategies.  If  we  can  go  as  Southern 
Baptists  by  sending  our  sons  and 
daughters  to  far  away  places,  we  must 
touch  the  last  edges  of  our  cities  and 
counties  wh(»n  Jesus  called  the  least 
among  us  —  the  least  white,  the  least 
educated,  the  least  housed,  the  least 
clothed,  and  the  least  loved. 

must  look  at  and  reach  but  to  the 
Lazarus  at  our  gate  and  feed  him  the 
gospel  of  care  and  compassion.  If  we 
mamtain  a  perverted  theology  of 
ing  missions  ov&r  there”  and  “not 
hoe,”  we  will  join  other  church 
groups  who  are  now  in  denomina¬ 
tional  museums  where  people  read 
about  a  church  that  “used  to  be” 

If  we  can  go  to  Brazil,  we  can  go  to 
Brandon. 

If  we  can  go  to  Kenya,  we  can  go  to 
Kosciusko. 

If  we  can  go  to  Honduras,  we  can  go 
to  Hattiesb^. 

If  we  can  go  to  Colombia,  South 


America,  we  can  go  to  Columbia, 
Mississippi. 

If  we  can  go  to  Paraguay,  we  can  go 
to  Pascagouda. 

If  we  can  go  to  Jordan,  we  can  go 
to  George  county. 

If  we  can  go  to  Jamaica,  we  can  go 
to  Jackson. 

If  we  can  go  to  Africa,  we  can  go  to 
Aberdeen. 

If  we  can  go  to  Nigeria,  we  can  go 
to  Nettleton. 

If  we  can  go  to  Belgium,  we  can  go 
to  Batesville 

If  we  can  go  to  Switz«’land,  we  can 
go  to  Starkville 

The  need  is  expressing  itself  btyond 
words  in  the  Black  community  of  1990. 
Urban  Missioa  magazine  says:  “Hurt 
creeps  into  Black  children^  tyes  when 
they  reach  12  or  13  years  of  age  and 
sense  that  they  are  trailed. 

“Forty-four  percent  of  all  Black 
males  can  be  classified  as  functional 
illiterates,  that  is  unable  to  read  or 
comprehend  complex  written 
material. 

“Douglas  Glasgknv,  in  his  book,  The 
Black  Underclass,  described  th^  as 
a  permanently  entrapped  population 
of  poor  persons,  unused  and  un¬ 
wanted,  accumulated  in  various  parts 


of  the  country.  Unskilled  and  educa¬ 
tionally  handicapped,  the  YUB’M  are 
either  underemployed,  unemployed, 
unemployable  for  any  number  of 
reasons,  or  self-employ^  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  note  that  if  they  are  self- 
employed,  that  does  not  necessarily 
imply  that  they  are  involved  in  some 
s<Mt  of  illegal  self-employment. 

“Under  mature  cbpitalism,  the  job 
most  typically  offer^  to 
undereducated  and  young  Black 
males  is  that  of  the  minimum  wage 
security  guard  —  an  ocoqiation  whi^ 
entails  protecting  the  pitmrty  and 

gsrsons  of  affluent  whites  from  other 
lack  males  of  the  underclass. 
American  society  seems  to  have 
made  the  dedsion  to  spend  $100  billion 
a  year  more  for  protection  against  the 
underclass  than  to  educate  and  pro¬ 
vide  them  with  jobs. 

“We  have  here  a  people  that  are 
contained  geographically,  educa¬ 
tionally  disadvantaged,  occupational¬ 
ly  obsolete,  andleconomically  disen- 
frandiised.  It  all  adds  up  to  what 
mi^t  be  called  a  culture  ^  poverty. 
POwer^  is  not  just  being  poor  but  hav¬ 
ing  a  lack  of  options. 

“According  to  a  US.  Census  report, 
54  percent  of  Black  males,  eight  to  29 
years  old,  are  living  with  their 
parents.  Some  of  them  may  And  tem¬ 
porary  shelter  with  a  Black  woman 
who  is  eligible  for  public  assistance  if 
no  adult  male  is  living  with  her.  After 
these  two  options,  aU  that  is  left  is 
homelessness  and  public  begging,  or 
participation  in  the  undergroiind 
economy.”  Glasgow  adds,  “Although 


most  people  are  not  aware  of  this  fact. 
Black  males  ages  15  to  24  are  most 
often  not  eligible  for  welfare  pro¬ 
grams,  particularly  those  supposed¬ 
ly  aimed  at  assisting  the  poor’ 

“There  is,  even  now,  a  lot  anger 
within  the  Black  community  towards 
the  young  Black  man.  And  increasing¬ 
ly,  if  he  continues  to  deteriorate  in  his 
ability  to  function  well,  he  is  going  to 
be  rejected  by  Black  women.  That  is 
happening  already.  Even  low  income 
Black  females  perceive  the  Black 
male  as  a  loser,  as  troubled, 
dangerous,  and  violent.  If  that  con¬ 
tinues,  we  will  see  Black  men  become 
increasingly  isolated,  rejected  not  on¬ 
ly  ^  the  white  cmnmunity  but  by 
their  own  community  as  well,  in¬ 
cluding  the  women. 

“They  are  deeply  rooted  in  the  here 
and  now:  forget  this  pie  in  the  sky 
stuff.  It  is  a  survivalist  mentality  in 
which  the  YUB’M  knows  that  he  is  ac¬ 
tually  in  a  state  of  siege.  Surviving  for 
one  more  day  is  simply  a  matter  of 
self-determination  and  self¬ 
determinism. 

“White  believers  who  seek  to  work 
in  the  Black  community,  in  order  to 
be  effective,  need  to  be  bicultural.” 

In  the  frontier,  don’t  expect  an  easy 
ministry. 

How  will  we  begin?  What  are  the 
resources  to  get  us  started? 

(4)  On  the  assodational  and  church 
level,  mission  development  can  be  a 
key  to  unlodring  the  frontier.  Starting 
with  a  PROBE  or  needs  assessment 
(Coottiiaed  on  page  14) 
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Plan  will  train  advocates  to  promote  Cooperative  Program 


By  Tim  Nicholas  Architect  of  the  plan,  Stan  Madden  people  within  each  church  to  speak  laypersons  “at  the  grassroots  level, 

A  ctmunit^  the  Mteissippi  Bap-  of  Baylor  Umversity,  and  a  <3iurch  out  for  the  Cooperative  Pn^ram,  with  training  which  will  “confror 
tist  Co^^tion  Board  has  been  con-  d^con,  studied  how  Southern  Bap-  helping  educate  others  as  to  the  im-  people  with  the  opportunity  and  1« 
vei^  to  dwelop  a  new  plan  to  pro-  tists’  unified  budget  plan,  the  pact  it  has  on  the  world.  them  do  what’s  on  their  heart.” 

the  Cwperative  Program.  Cooperative  Program,  is  considered  The  Cooperative  f^^ram  Prom( 

The  plan,  basically,  is  to  train  “ad-  when  churches  plan  their  budgets.  Madden  noted  that  since  1986,  there  tion  Committee  has  been  charged 'b 
VMat^  within  churches  —  with  the  said  Madden,  other  projects  has  been  a  higher  rate  of  inflation  the  convention  board  with  developin 

blessing  of  the  pastors  —  as  to  ways  within  the  church  walls  have  pro-  than  the  Cooperative  Program  giving  the  advocacy  plan  on  a  pilot  basis,  ii 
to  stand  up  for  the  Cooperative  Pro-  motors,  but  the  Cooperative  Program  rate.  Therefore,  in  real  dollars,  the  volving  about  ten  percent  c 
gram  specially  during  church  bud^t  has  no  one.  Cooperative  Program  is  decreasing.  Mississippi  Baptist  churches.  Afte 

planning.  The  idea  is  eventually  to  recruit  Madden  says  he  wants  to  involve  training  and  study  of  the  impact  th 


Southern  Baptists  to 
re-enter  Nicaragua 


The  Second  Front  Page 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
trustees  voted  Feb.  14  to  re-establish 
a  missionary  presence  in  Nicaragua. 

The  trustees’  vote  authorizes  the 
board  to  fill  a  new  position  of  Foreign 
Mission  Board  liaison  in  Managua, 
Nicaragua’s  capital.  The  liaison  will 
“minister  in  partnership  with  Baptist 
communities  in  Nicaragua,”  said  Joe 
Bruce,  area  director  for  Middle 
America  and  Canada. 

The  liaison  missionary  will  “coor¬ 
dinate  and  provide  logistic^  support 
for  volunteers,  projects,  and 
ministries  provided  by  the  ^reign 
Mission  Board  to  the  Baptists  of 
Nicaragua,”  Bruce  said. 

No  Swthern  Baptist  missionaries 
have  been  assigned  to  Nicaragua 
since  1983,  when  the  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Nicaragua  advised  furloughing 
missionaries  not  to  return  because 
their  physical  safety  could  not  be 


FMB  approves 
Bergerons  for 
Peru  duty 

Mission  Service  Ckirps  coordinators 
for  Area  9,  (Gulf  Coast)  Uless  and 
Mary  Lee  Bergeron,  have  been  ap¬ 
proved  for  appointment  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board.  'They  are 
scheduled  to  be  appointed  in  July  dur¬ 
ing  Jericho  week  at  Glorieta.  The 
Bergerons  will  serve  in  Peru  where 
they  will  work  with  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sions  and  establish  new  work. 

They  have  enlisted  many  volunteers 
to  serve  overseas,  as  well  as  in  the 
United  States,  dui^  the  y^rs  they 
have  served  as  Mission  Service  Corps 
coordinators  in  Area  9.  They  are 
members  of  First  Church,  Bay  St. 
Louis. 


Uless. and'  IVIai‘y  eron 


guaranteed.  At  that  time,  political  ten¬ 
sions  were  mounting  between  the 
United  States  and  Nicaragua  follow¬ 
ing  the  1979  Sandinista  revolution 
there 

Since  then,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  has  maintained  contact  with 
Nicaraguan  Baptist  leaders  and  |h*o- 
vided  funds  fm  disaster  relief  and 
hunger  relief  and  literature  ministry, 
Bruce  said.  He  and  other  board  of¬ 
ficials  have  visited  Nicaragua  several 
times,  including  a  disastra'  survey  trip 
following  Hurricane  Joan  in  1968. 

Two  teams  of  Southern  Baptist 
volunteers  have  just  returned  from  a 
construction  project  on  (torn  Island, 
Nicaragua,  where  they  rebuilt  historic 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church,  demolish¬ 
ed  by  Joan. 

The  decision  to  re-enter  Nicaragua 
was  an  agreement  between 
Niraraguan  Baptists  and  board  of- 
Hcials,  Bruce  noted.  “It  wasn’t  that  we 
closed  the  door  and  decided  to  reopen 
it,”  he  said.  Both  groups  reacheu  “a 
mutual  decision  that  the  time  was 
right  to  renew  the  relationship.” 

In  1976,  the  first  couple^  Stanl^  and 
Glenna  Stamps  of  Mississippi,  were 
assigned  to  b^n  a  literature  ministry 
in  Nicaragua  at  the  invitation  of.Ba|> 
tists  there.  They  moved  to  Honduras 
in  1982.  Another  couple  arrived  in  1980 
to  do  music  promotion. 

The  workers  to  be  assigned  to 
Nicaragua  probably  will  be  a  mis¬ 
sionary  couple  already  working  in 
(tontral  America,  said  Bruce.  Once 
personnel  are  assigned.  Southern 
Baptists  will  have  missionaries  in  all 
(tontral  American  countries. 


Early  ’90 
gifts  exceed 
those  of  ’89 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  $1,471,179 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  in 
"February,  according  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  by  Bill  Causey,  executive 
director-ttbasurer  of-  the'  Mississippi 
Baptist  'Gbhveiftidiii  RBoaMf:^  4vhich 
dfttrimiWbtheJrah<«  I’uiirqi.; 

'*  Th6c^btilMtoH(17ohJaR<iaryand 
February  is  $3,891,510,  which  is 
$714,853  more  than  for  the  same  period 
in  1989. 

The  two  month  total  is  also  $427,998 
ahead  of  the  pro  rata  budget  for  1990. 
Tbtal  budget  for  this  year  is  $19,581,130. 

(tooperative  Program  funeb  go  to 
missions,  Child  care,  and  education 
programs  within  Mississippi  and 
‘  arOund  the  world. 
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New  Orleans  SBC  to  focus 
on  need  for  church  growth 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Church 
growth  will  take  the  spotlight  during 
the  Southern  Baptist  (tonvention  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  New  Orleans’  Loui¬ 
siana  Si^rdome  June  12-14. 

“The  (hurches:  Edified  . . .  Multi¬ 
plied”  will  be  the  theme  for  the 
meeting,  announced  Dwight  “Ike” 
Reighanl,  i^tor  of  New  Hope  (hmth 
in  Fayetteville,  Ga.,  and  chair  of  the 
SBC  Committee  on  Order  of  Business. 

“As  we  enter  the  1990s,  we  need  to 
recognize  that  if  Bold  Missim  Thrust 
(the  SBC  campaign  to  spread  the. 
gospel  across  the  globe  by  the  year 
2000)  is  to  be  a  reality,  we  must  em¬ 
phasize  the  role  of  our  churches  in 
growth,”  Reighard  said.  “We  must 
challenge  them  with  churches  and 
pastors  who  are  building  great  chur¬ 
ches  —  from  the  very  large  churches 
to  smaller  churches.” 

Theme  interpreters  will  be  Homer 

G.  Lindsay  Jr.,  co-pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Larry 
Wynn,  pastor  of  Hebron  Church,  in 
Dacula,  Ga.;  and  Ron  Lewis,  a 
church-growth  consultant  from 
Nashville 

“Homer  Lindsay  Jr.  is  a  man  who 
has  been  used  of  God  to  build  one  of 
the  finest  churches  in  America  and 
one  of  the  largest,”  Reighard  said.  “It 
has  set  a  fine  example  both  in  bap¬ 
tisms  and  in  missions  giving. 

“Tb  the  other  extreme  is  Larry 
Wynn.  In  10  years  he  has  taken  a 
church  from  running  65  in  Sunday 
School  to  over  1,200  in  Sunday  School 
and  last  year  baptized  over  500  peo¬ 
ple.  A  lot  of  people  will  discover  the 
ministry  of  Hebron  Church  during  the 
Southeni  Baptist  Convention. 

“Also,  Ron  Lewis  is  considered  to  be 
one  of  our  greatest  experts  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  the 
area  of  church  growth.  He  will  do  a 
great  job  inspiring  and  motivating  our 
men  in  church  growth.” 

The  SBC  annual  meeting  addi¬ 
tionally  will  feature  a  message  by  Jay 

H.  Strack,  a  vocational  evangelist 

.from  Dallas,.. . . 


By  Marv  Knox 

“Jay  is  an  outstanding  revival 
preacher  who  spent  several  years  in 
the  pastorate  and  knows  the  heart  of 
the  pastor,”  Reighard  said.  “We’re  ex¬ 
cited  about  having  Jay  on  the  pro¬ 
gram,  representing  vocational 
evangelists  in  the  SBC  who  share  their 
lives  and  invest  them  in  local  chur¬ 
ches.”  V 

Strack’s  place  on  the  program  will 
highlight  the  role  of  revival  meetings 
in  church  growth,  Reighard  added. 
That  especially  will  be  true  in  light  of 
the  spring  “Here’s  Hope” 
simultaneous  revivals  that  will  have 
been  conducted  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches  across  the  country  by  the 
time  of  the  New  Orleans  meeting,  he 
noted. 

“We’ve  just  got  a  superb  program 
planned  for  New  Orleans,”  he  said. 
“We  feel  like  we’ve  got  some  of  the 


“JVett'  Orleans  will  be  a 
wonderful  host  city,”  Reighard 
noted. 


finest  speakers  in  America  to  share  in 
the  areas  of  church  growth.” 

Two  other  keynote  speeches  will  be 
presented  during  the  meeting.  SBC 
president  Jerry  Vines,  co-pastor  of 
First  Church,  Jacksonville,  will  give 
the  annual  president’s  address.  Fred 
Wolfe,  pastor  of  Ctottage  Hill  Church, 
in  MoMle,  Ala.,  will  deliver  the  con¬ 
vention  sermon. 

Lindsay  will  bring  the  first  major 
address  of  the  meeting,  at  9;  15  a.m. 
Tuesday.  He  will  be  followed  that  day 
by  Vines,  at  11:25  a.m.,  and  Wynn,  at 
7:20  p.m.  Wolfe  will  preach  at  noon 
Wednesday,  followed  that  day  by 
Lewis,  at  7:05  p.m.  Strack  will  speak 
at  11:30  a.m.  'Thursday. 

Two  unique  items  on  the  program 
will  be  the  reports  of  the  SBC’s,S.« 
day  School  Rnarri  and  Fnri 


sion  Board,  Reighard  said.  .< 

The  Sunday  Sdiool  Board  has  been 
allotted  an  extra-long  segment  for  its 
report  so  it  may  launch  the  celebra¬ 
tion  (rf  its  lOOth  anniversary  in  1991,  he 
explained.  Board  Presimnt  Lloyd 
Elder  of  Nashville  will  preside  over 
the  report  Wednesday  at  10:15  a.m. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Boardb  report 
will  feature  a  missionary  appoint¬ 
ment  service,  an  unusual  event  at  SBC 
annual  meetings,  Reighard  n^ed. 
Board  F*resident  R.  Keith  I^rks  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  will  lead  in  that  report 
and  service  Wednesday  at  7:55  p.m. 

The  annual  meeting  also  is  when 
messengers  from  Southern  Baptist 
churches  meet  to  conduct  SBC 
business.  Six  hours  of  business  have 
been  spread  across  the  three  days. 

During  that  time,  messengers  will 
elect  a  successor  to  Vines,  who  has 
served  two  one-year  terms  as  presi¬ 
dent.  They  will  vote  on  a  proposed 
$137.3  million  unified  allocation 
budget  that  will  help  support 
evangelistic,  ministry,  and  cxnica- 
tional  endeavors  worldwide  They  also 
will  vote  whether  to  keep  the  nine- 
denomination  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  F*ublic  Affairs  as  their  primary 
religious  liberty  organization  or 
whether  to  transfer  that  responsibili¬ 
ty  to  the  SBC  Christian  Life 
Commission. 

“We  feel  we’ve  got  an  extremely 
well-rounded  program,”  Reighard 
said.  ‘There’s  going  to  be  a  lot  of  at¬ 
tention  on  the  election  of  a  new  presi¬ 
dent  to  succeed  Jerry  Vines.  But  we 
hope  all  the  focus  won’t  be  on  that 
issue.  We’ve  put  together  a  protfam 
that  I  think  folks  will  enjoy  and  find 
challenging.” 

Recoil  numbers  of  those  folks  may 
attend  the  meeting,  he  predicted. 

“I  believe  we’re  going  tohave  one  of 
the  largest  —  if  not  the  largest  — 
Southern  Baptist  Conventions  on 
record,”  he  said.  The  record  was  set 
in  1985  in  Dallas,  when  45,519 
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Foreign  Board 


Trustees  elect  Law, 
hear  of  growth 


How  can  I  help  an  alcoholic/drug  help,  whether  it  be  loss  of  family  or  in  the  presence  of  a  therapist  who  can 
addict  who  does  not  want  help?  job,  legal  problems,  or  serious  guide  you  through  this  process,  and  a 

physical  or  psychological  problems,  legal  commitment  can  be  obtained. 

I  have  heard  this  question  asked  Something  or  someone  “forces”  the  Helping  someone  who  does  not  wantf" 
countless  times  from  family  members  chemically-dependent  person' to  seek  help  is  difhcult,  but  it  is  not 
of  concerned  others  who  have  a  help.  impossible. 

sincere  desire  to  reach  out  to  someone  Since  “denial”  pla]^  a  major  role  in  It  can  be  a  painful  process  but  we 

who  is  chemically  dependent.  Most  of  the  disease  of  chemical  dependency,  must  be  willing  to  take  the  risk.  If  we 
IK  who  recognize  a  problem  in  our  it  is  necessary  to  break  through  the  do  not,  the  alcoholic  may  never 
lives  depend  on  God  and  those  people  denial  in  an  effort  to  bring  the  person  receive  the  help  that  is  available  We 
he  has  placed  in  our  lives  to  help  us.  to  an  awareness  of  what  chemical  can  depend  on  God  to  help  us,  and  we 
We  “recognize”  a  problem  and  desire  dependency  has  done  to  his  life  and  to  can  call  on  those  whom  God  has  call- 
help.  Alcoholics/drug  addicts  many  the  lives  of  those  who  love  him  and  ed  to  work  in  this  profession.  The  pro¬ 
times  do  not  “see”  a  problem  with  care  about  him.  This  is  not  an  easy  gram  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  is  a 
chemical  dependency  —  it’s  always  f»Yicess.  It  is  imperative  that  the  fami-  spiritual  program.  God  is  the  One  who 
something  or  someone  causing  the  ly  members  be  factual,  supportive,  gives  the  strength  to  overcome  the 
problems.  The  way  to  escape  —  drink  and  cohesive  in  their  effort  to  help  the  road  to  self-destruction, 
or  use  drugs.  This  is  the  thinking  of  alcoholic.  They  must,  in  a  caring  way,  This  questions  was  answered  by  J. 
the  chemically-dependent  person.  point  out  to  the  alcoholic  what  the  Robert  Faulkner,  admissions  coor- 

It  is  very  frustrating  for  those  who  disease  is  4oing  to  him/her  and  the  dinator  Mississippi  Baptist  Chemical 
really  want  to  help  the  alcoholic,  problems  it  is  causing  in  all  areas  of  Dependency  Center. 

Many  times  family  members  think  their  lives  —  and  alcoholism/drug  ad-  Please  send  all  your  questions 
that  the  person  should  be  “willing”  to  diction  does  affect  every  area  of  the  about  drug  and  alcohol  dependency  to 
go  to  treatment  and  accept  help.  This  person’s  life.  ’There  are  ways  to  ap-  Chaplain  Don  Nerren,  1225  N.  State  v 
is  not  the  case.  I  have  admitted  proach  the  individual  you  wish  to  help.  St.,  Jackson,  MS  39202-2002,  or  call  toll 
several  thousand  patients  and  no  one  Several  family  members  and  signifi-  free  outside  Jackson  at  1-800-962-6868 
wants  to  be  in  treatment;  therefore,  cant  others  who  are  aware  of  specific  or  in  Jackson  at  968-1102.  All  questions 
they  really  do  not  come  to  treatment  problems  that  are  occurring  can  try  will  be  answered  in  letter  form 
willingly.  There  is  always  something  to  encourage  the  person  to  go  to  treat-  whether  or  not  they  appear  in  this 
or  someone  to  cause  that  person  to  get  ment;  an  “intervention”  can  be  done  column. 


Singing  churchmen 


Church  music  conference 
to  take  place  in  Clinton 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  “Women  in  Church  Music,”  led  by 
Music  Conference  will  take  place  at  Causey;  and  a  session  on  “Practical 
Mississippi  College,  March  22-23,  Starters  for  New  Ministers  of  Music,” 
featuring  Terry  York  and  Harry  led  by  York. 

Causey  as  speakers  and  with  the  The  conference  begins  at  1  p.m.  and 
Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  concludes  at  12:15  the  next  day. 
among  musical  guests.  'The  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

York  is  project  coordinator  for  the  will  present  their  concert  at  7  p.m., 
soon  to  be  published  “The  Baptist  March  22,  at  First  Church,  Ginton, 
Hymnal,”  by  the  Sunday  School  across  the  street  from  MC.  Th^  will 
B^rd.  Caus^  is  a  musician  and  hold  their  annual  retreat  at  Twin 
writer  living  in  Rockville,  Md.  Lakes  Conference  Center,  Florence, 

Besides  the  Churchmen,  presenting  March  23-24. 
music  will  be  the  Churchmen  Bells; 

One  Voice,  a  music  and  drama  group; 
and  three  Mississippi  College  groups; 

’The  Naturals.  The  Madrigals,  and  the 
Concert  Choir. 

There  will  be  a  residing  session  with 
music  from  Genevox  and  other 
publishers. 

Registration  begins  at  10  a.m.  in  the 
Aven  Fine  Arts'" guilding  at  MC. 

There  are  three  pre-conference 
events:  a  rehearsal  for  Mississippi 
Singing  Churchmen,  a  session  on 


^Individual 

subscriptions 

Send  ONLY 
$7.35  for  a  year. 
The  Baptist  Record 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackslon,  MS  39205 


Causey 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Mar.  18-25  Simultaneous  Revivals'-North  Mississippi  (EVAN) 

Mar.  22-23  ^urch  Music  Conference;  Mississippi  College,  Ginton;  10a.m., 
22nd-Noon,  23rd  (CM) 

Mar.  23-25  Campers  on  Mission  Spring  Rally;  North  Mississippi;  5pim.,  23rd' 
Noon,  25th  ((I!oMi) 


1 

1^ 
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Southern  Baptist  Convention 


Thursday,  March  8,  1990 


Louisiana  Superdome,  New  Orleans  « 

Theme:  “The  Churches:  Edified  .  .  .  Multiplied” 

Scripture:  "Then  had  the  churches  rest  throughout  all  Judaea  and  Galilee  mond,  president,  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

and  Samaria,  and  were  edified;  and  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  9:30  Midwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Report  —  Milton  Ferguson. 
the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  were  multiplied."  (Acts  9:31)  president,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Tuesday  Morning  9:40  Education  Commission  Report  —  Arthur  L.  Walker,  executive  direc- 

8:20  Music  for  Inspiration  —  First  Baptist  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Choir,  tor,  Nashville 

Rick  Stone,  director,  and  orchestra,  Ed  Dickinson,  director  9:50  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminar>’  Report  —  Russell  H.  Dil- 

8:40  Call  to  Order  Congregational  Singing  —  John  McKay,  convention  music  day,  president.  Fort  Worth,  Texas 

director,  Keller,  Texas  10:00  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Report  —  Roy  L.  Honeycutt, 

8:45  Prayer  —  Robert  Covington,  layman,  Fayetteville,  Ga.  president,  Louisville;  Ky. 

8 ;  50  Registration  Report  and  Constitution  of  Convention  —  Lee  Porter,  SBC  10 : 10  Congregational.Singing  —  Tim  Holder,  minister  of  music,  First  Bap- 
registration  secretary,  design  editor,  Sunday  School  division,  Sunday  list  Church,  Cleveland,  Texas 

School  Board,  Nashville  10:15  Baptist  Sunday  School  Report  —  Lloyd  Elder,  president,  Nashville 

8:55  Committee  on  Order  of  Business  (Firet  Report)  —  Dwight  Reighard,  11:05  Congregational  Singing  —  Fred  Gilbert,  minister  of  music.  First  Bap- 
chairman,  pastor,  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Fayetteville,  Ga.  list  Church,  Lake  Jackson,  Texas 

9:00  Welcome  —  Mark  Short,  executive  director,  Louisiana  Baptist  Conven-  11:10  Election  of  Officers  (Fifth) 
tion,  Alexandria  11:15  Business 

9:05  Response  —  Junior  Hill,  evangelist,  Hartselle,  Ala.  Committee  on  Order  of  Business  (Fourth  Report)  —  Dwight  Reighard 

9:10  Announcement  of  Committee  on  Committees,  Credentials,  Resolutions,  Comfhittee  on  Resolutions  (First  Report) 

and  Tellers  Miscellaneous  Business 

9:15  Theme  Interpretation  —  Homer  G.  Lindsay  Jr.,  co-pastor.  First  Bap-  11:50  Congregational  Singing  —  John  McKay 

tist  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  11 : 55  Music  —  Cottage  Hill  Baptist  Church  CTioir  and  Orchestra,  Mobile,  Ala. 

9:40  Executive  (Committee  Report  (Part  1)  —  Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  12:00  Convention  Sermon  —  Fred  Wolfe,  pastor,  Cottage  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
and  treasurer,  Nashville  Mobile,  Ala. 

10:40  Introduction  of  Business  and  Resolutions  12:30  Benediction  —  Ronnie  Floyd,  pastor.  First  Baptist  .Church,  Springdale, 

11:05  Congregational  Singing  —  John  McKay  Ark. 

11 : 10  Music  —  First  Baptist  Church  Choir  and  Orchestra,  Jacksonville,  Fla. ;  Theme  Song :  “It’s  Harvest  Time” 

Martha  Branham,  First  Baptist  Church,  Dallas  NO  WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

11:25  President’s  Address  —  Jeri^  Vines,  co-pastor.  First  Baptist  Church, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  Wednesday  Evening 

12:00  Benediction  —  Jack  Millwood,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church  of  North  6:10  Music  for  Inspiration  —  Dauphin  Way  Baptist  Church  Choir  and  Or- 
Mobile,  Clhickasaw,  Ala.  chestra,  Mobile,  Ala.,  Todd  Bell,  director 

Theme  Song:  “It’s  Harvest  Time”  6:30  Music  —  The  Cathedral  Quartet,  Stowe,  Ohio 

6:55  Congregational  Singing  —  John  McKay 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  7:00  Prayer  —  Don  Sharpe,  pastor.  Faith  Ihbemacle  Baptist  (Church,  CHcago 

1:00  Evangelistic  Singers  —  Jim  Bob  Griffin  Family,  music  evangelists,  7:05  'Theme  Interpretation  —  Ron  Lewis,  church  growth  consultant,  Nashville 

Rusk,  Texas;  First  Impressions  Qiurtet,  Rome,  Ga.;  'The  SITES,  7:25  Business 

Woodstock,  Ga.;  GiGi  Summers,  music  evangelist.  North  Augusta,  SC;  Committee  on  Order  of  Business  (Fifth  Report) 

Jay  McKay  Faniily,  music  evangelists.  Rusk,  Texas;  Lino  Lop^,  flutist.  Election  of  Convention  Sermon  Preacher  and  Alternate,  and  Music 

Fort  Worth,  'Texas;  'The  Balltz^iers,  music  evangelists,  Griffin,  Ga.  Director,  1991 

2:00  Congregational  Singing  —  Jim  Bob  Griffin  7:30  Introduction  of  Local  Arrangements  Committee 

2:05  Prayer  —  Rick  Stanley,  evangelist.  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.  7:35  Presentation  of  Past  Presidents 

2:10  Mes^nger  Information  Survey  7:45  Presentation  of  Newly  Elected  SBC  Officers 

2:20  Business  7:50  (Congregational  Singing  —  R.O.  Stone,  minister  of  music,  'IVinity  Bap- 

Committee  on  Order  of  Business  (Second  Report)  —  Dwight  Reighard  tist  (Church,  Ocala,  Fla. 

Introduction  of  Business  and  Resolutions  7:55  Foreign  Mission  Board  Report  and  Appointment  Service  —  R.  Keith 

2:30  Election  of  Officers  (First)  Parks,  president,  Richmond,  Va. 

2:45  Committee  on  Nominations  Report  —  Roland  Lopez,  chairman,  9:25  Benediction  — Robert  Sherrill,  pastor.  Pecks  Baptist  (Church,  Bedford, 
McAllen,  'Texas  Va. 

3:00  Congregational  Singing  —  Jay  McKay  'Theme  Song:  “It’s  Harvest  Time  ” 

3:05  Executive  Committee  Report  (Part  2)  —  Harold  C.  Bennett 

4:00  Congregational  Singing  —  Philip  Griffin,  minister  of  music.  Highland  'Thursday  Morning 

Baptist  (Church,  Laurel,  Miss.  8:30  Music  for  Inspiration  —  First  Baptist  (Church  (Choir  and  Orchestra, 

4:05  Business  Jackson,  Miss.,  Larry  Black,  director 

Committee  on  Order  of  Business  (Third  Report)  —  Dwight  Reighard  8:50  Congregational  Singing  —  John  McKay 

Committee  on  Committees  Report  *■  '8:55  Prayer  —  Bob  Sena,  pastor.  First  Spanish  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta 

Introduction  of  Business  and  Resolutions  9:00  Business. 

Miscellaneous  Business  Committee  on  Resolutions  (Final  Report) 

4:45  Election  of  Officers  (Second)  10:00  Southern  Baptist  Foundation  Report  —  Hollis  E.  Johnson  III,  president, 

5:00  Benediction  —  J.L.  Hendrix,  layman,  Winnsboro,  La.  Nashville 

'Theme  Song:  “It’s  Harvest  Time”  10:10  Cluistian  Life  (Commission  Report  —  Richard  D.  Land,  executive  direc- 


.Atwood 


Williamson 


Hand 


Student  leaders 
will  train 
at  Gulfshore 


Leadership  training  for  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Unions  on  28  campuses  will  take 
place  March  30-April  1  at  Gulfshore 

t  Baptist  Assembly, 
Pass  (Christian. 

theme  of  the 
conference. 

'The  annual  Lead- 
ership  Training 
Conference  (LTC) 
will  feature  com¬ 
missioning  of 
Causev  newly-selected 

^  1990  BSU  summer 

missionaries,  inspirational  speakers, 
specialized  training  for  the  various 
BSU  officers,  and  election  of  state  of¬ 
ficers  for  1990-91.  (Christi  Gray  of  USM 
is  current  BSU  president. 

Sp^kers  include  Bill  Causey,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
Dottie  Williamson,  missionary  church 
planter  in  Pearl  River  County,  and 
Bob  Lee,  director  of  student  work  for 
Oklahoma  Baptists. 

Music  will  be  led  by  Dennis  Atwood, 
associate  BSU  director  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Southern  Mississippi,  and 
Kevin  Hand,  pastor  of  Countryside 
Baptist  Mission,  Tickfaw,  La. 

Singing  groups  performing  during 
the  weekend  include  'Turning  Point 
from  Itawamba  (Community  College, 
Upward  Journey  from  Mississippi 
Delta  Community  College,  and 
(Children  of  the  Li^t  from  Copiah- 
Lincoln  Community  College. 

Among  a  series  of  leader  lab  topics 
will  be  discipleship  and  Bible  study, 
working  with  internationals,  black 
student  involvement,  and  ministry 
teams  to  churches. 


Liking  pc^le  is  one  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  ingi^ients  of  getting  the  most 
out  of  life.  If  you  like  people,  you  have 
a  zest,  an  enthusiasm  for  wortung  and 
for  living  —  you  give  of  yourself  to 
others  and,  in  return,  you  find  yourself 
getting  a  great  deal  from  them.  Once 
it  becomes  a  part  of  you  it  will  ray 
dividends,  not  only  in  your  work  but 
in  sheer  enjoyment  of  living.  'Try  it 
and  see  for  yourself.  —  Samuel 
(Joldwyn 

In  the  pink  is  the  way  you  feel  when 
you  get  out  of  the  —  (Dell 
Crossword  Puzzles) 


Wednesday  Morning  v  .  • 

8:30  Music  for  Inspiration  —  Cottage  Hill  Baptist  Church  Choir  and  Or¬ 
chestra,  Mobile,  Ala.,  Ed  Keyes,  director  ~- 
8:50  Congregational  Singing  —  John  McKay  ~~ 

8:55  Prayer  —  Darrell  Gillyard,  Providence  Baptist  Church,  Dallas 
9:00  Election  of  Officers  (Fourth) 

9:10  Stewardship  Commission  Report  —  A.R.  Fagan,  president.  Nashville 
9:20  Southeastern  Baptist  'Theological  Seminary  ^port  —  Lewis  A.  Drum- 


Leon  B.  Hataway,  chair- 


^^^V^aseball  helps  Baptists  hit  homer 


Venezuelan  baseball  hero  Omar  Vizquel,  a  shortstop  with 
the  Seattle  Mariners,  demonstrates  fielding  techniques  dur¬ 
ing  a  baseball  clinic  in  Caracas,  Venezuela.  Vizquel  is  one  of 
several  professional  players  who  have  helped  ScMthern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionary  Bill  Cashion  lead  the  dinica  Through  the  clinics. 


young  people  learn  how  to  improve  baseball  skills  and  how 
to  become  a  Christian.  These  participants  atterxl  the  Caracas 
high  school  from  which  Vizquel  graduated.  (BP)  PHOTO  by 
Don  Rutledge 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
trustees  unanimously  agreed  Feb.  14 
that  the  board  continue  its  longstan¬ 
ding  policy  of  not  appointing  divorc¬ 
ed  people  as  missionaries. 

The  trustee  action,  following  a 
yearlong  study,  was  in  response  to  a 
motion  adopts  at  the  1988  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting 
calling  for  an'  evaluation  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  bird’s  divorce  policy. 

“From  the  outset,  our  committee 
was  determined  to  do  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  study  of  the  matter  of  ap^inting 
missionary  personnel  with  a  history 
of  divorce,”  said  Harmon  Moore  of  In¬ 
dianapolis,  chairman  of  the  special 
trustee  committee  that  studied  the, 
divorce  issue  and  recommended  reaf¬ 
firmation  of  the  policy. 

“We  did  not  approach  this  study 
with  our  minds  made  up  on  what  the 
conclusions  ought  to  be,”  said  Moore. 
“I  know  that  the  conclusion  will  not 
suit  everybody  bv  any  means.  This 
thing  has  been  brought  up  at  the 


Southern  Baptist  CkMivention  for  a  new 
explanation  more  years  than  it 
hasn’t.” 

The  committee  studied  theolc^ical 
issues  surrounding  divorce,  Christian 
ministry  and  divorce,  missiological 
and  practical  issues  and  other  rele¬ 
vant  matters.  It  also  gathered  infor¬ 
mation  from  sunreys  sent  to  other 
evangelical  missionary  sending 


11  iTCi]  mrJTffn  ■  1  iT^  ■  lie*)  I 


committee  members  and  surveys  of 
national  attitudes  in  116  countries 
where  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
work. 

“We  approached  the  entire  {Hx>blem 
with  compassion  for  those  who  have 
had  a  divorce,”  Moore  said.  “We 
sought  to  learn  how '  (Baptists 
overseas)  would  respond  to  persons 
with  a  history  of  divorce.  We  tried  to 
be  sensitive  to  our  biblical  moorings 
and  avoid  basing  our  report  purely  on 
current  sociological  issues.  We  think 
we  have  done  the  most  thorou^  study 
on  the  matter  since  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  was  formed.” 
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WMU  executive  director  welcomes  ‘monitoring’ 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  sy  —  will  be  challenged.”  —  By  participating  in  the  national  in  their  prayer  efforts  for  missions; 

Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis-  Those  monitoring  WMU  iMy  find  WhW  annual  meetings. ’This  year,  the  and 

siohary  Union  Executive  Director  themselves  challenged  to  join  other  national  WMU  annual  meeting  will  be  —  By  purchasmg  each  product  pro- 
Dellanna  W.  O’Brien  said  Fteb.  28  she  WMU  members  “in  our  single  com-  held  June  11-12  at  the  New  Orleans  duced  by  WMU  or  New  Hq;)e,  a 
welcomes  monitoring  of  WMU.  mitment  to  missions  —  studying  it.  Convention  (Center.  “For  me,  the  WMU  publishing  arm  of  WMU  which  pro- 
Cniithorn  Rantict  PnnupnKnn  Supporting  it  and  participating  in  it,”  annual  meeting  is  the  most  inspira-  vides  missions-related  materials  for 

sJStiS^lS£S  SriMa  meS  O’Brien  said.  tional  and  exciting  meeting  o/ the  the  broader  Christian  market, 

in  Atlanta  F^b  22  CTOi^d  conc^  O’Brien  outlined  several  avenues  whole  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  O’Brien  also  issued  a  pubUc  umta- 

SS^^rolvnWeatheSSciSnSCT  for  monitoring  WMU:  because  we  celebrate  missions,”  tion  for  any  of  (^convention  leaders 

-ByatSiglocalchurchWMU 

vice  president,  would  use  her  position  meetings  and  activities  —  including  H,’  «rv„T 

as  former  national  executive  mmtor  Baptist  Women  (for  women  ages  35  By  subscribing  to  all  WMU 

of  WMU  toestabUsh  a  “precinct-type  ano^Mer),  Baptist  Young  Women  (for  orgamzational  penoo^ls  Dunen-  ^  ^  pven  ® 

organization  in  each  state  through  women  ages  18-34),  Acteens  (for  ^Is  to  visit  with  national  staff 

Wll»."»cco^loJame.Heflq,..  The  pledge  by  ••conser,.li«” 

meeting  participant.  Baptist  Young  Women,  Accent  leaders  to* monitor  WMU  could  not 

“Conservative”  leaders  pledged  to  '  magazine  for  Acteens,  Discovery  come  at  a  more  appropriate  time, 

monitor  WMU  to  make  sure  it  is  not  8“^“' »  magazine  for  Girls  in  Action,  Aware  O’Brien  said, 

used  “for  political  purposes,”  Hefley  —  By  participating  in  associational  magazine  fw  GA  leaders,  and  Start  “Any  time  missions  is  monitined, 

said.  meetings,  activities  and  spon*  gjjj  share  periodicals  for  Mission  nothing  but  good  can  come  of  it,” 

“I  welcome  any  and  all  people  who  events,  Friends  members  and  leaders;  O’Brien  ^id.  “Perhaps  those  who  are 

want  to  monitor  WMU  for  any  pur-  —  By  attending  state  WMU  —  By  subscribing  to  Magaz^te,  a  monitoring  WMU  will  see  how  much 

pose,”  O’Brien  said.  “I  am  coi^aent  meetings,  retreats  and  activitfos,  such  quarterly  publication  for  pastors’  more  there  is  to  be  done  They  can  be 

that  once  individuals  completely  as  the  annual  state  WMU  house  par-  wiveswf^ispixxiucedby  WMU,and  strategic  caUlysts  in  moving 

monitor  our  organization,  their  com-  ty  or  annual  meeting,  and  state  BW  to  Prayer  Patterns,  a  monthly  Southern  Baptists  toward  a  stronger 

mitment  to  missions  —  not  controver-  and  BYW  retreats;  publication  to  aid  all  church  members  missions  commitment.” 


—  By  participating  in  the  national 
WMU  annual  meetings.  ’This  year,  the 
national  WMU  annual  meeting  will  be 
held  June  11-12  at  the  New  Orleans 
Convention  Center.  “For  me,  the  WMU 
annual  meeting  is  the  most  inspira¬ 
tional  and  exciting  meeting  of  the 
whole  Southern  Baptist  CkHivention, 
because  we  celebrate  missions,” 
O’Brien  said.  The  tirst  session  begins 
at  2:15  p.m.  Sunday,  June  11; 

—  By  subscribing  to  all  WMU 
o^nizational  periomcals  —  Dimen¬ 
sion  magazine  for  WMU  and  church 
leaders;  Royal  Service  magazine  for 
Baptist  Women,  Cfontempo  magazine 
for  Baptist  Young  Women,  Accent 
magazine  for  Acteens,  Discovery 
magazine  for  Girls  in  Action,  Aware 
magazine  fw  GA  leaders,  and  Start 
and  Share  periodicals  for  Mission 
Friends  members  and  leaders; 

—  By  subscribing  to  Magazette,  a 
quarterly  publication  for  pastors’ 
wives  vri^  is  pfxxhiced  by  WMU,  and 
to  Prayer  Patterns,  a  monthly 
publication  to  aid  all  church  members 


in  their  prayer  efforts  for  missions; 
and 

—  By  purchasing  each  product  pro¬ 
duced  by  WMU  or  New  Hq;)e,  a 
publishing  arm  of  WMU  which  pro¬ 
vides  missions-related  materials  for 
the  broader  (Christian  market. 

O’Brien  also  issued  a  public  invita¬ 
tion  for  any  of  the  convention  leaders 

—  regardless  of  their  political  stance 

—  to  visit  the  natioi^  WMU  head¬ 
quarters  in  Birmingham,  where  they 
will  be  given  a  VIP  tour  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  visit  with  national  staff 
members. 

The  pledge  by  “conservative” 
leaders  tOKmonitor  WMU  could  not 
come  at  a  more  appropriate  time, 
O’Brien  said. 

“Any  time  missions  is  monitin^ 
nothing  but  good  can  come  of  it,” 
O’Brien  said.  ‘Terhaps  those  who  are 
monitoring  WMU  will  see  how  much 
more  there  is  to  be  done  They  can  be 
strategic  catalysts  in  moving 
Southern  Baptists  toward  a  stronger 
missions  commitment.” 


WMU  promotes 
Joyce  Mitchell 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Joyce 
Mitchell  has  been  named  associate 
executive  director  at  Southern  Baptet 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  effective 
March  1. 

She  will  direct  the  work  of  the  mis¬ 
sions  services  system  in  WMU’s  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  national  office 

Mitchell  will  Till  the  position  former¬ 
ly  held  by  Catherine  Allen.  Allen  left 
the  WMU  in  Octob«-  to  become  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Samford 
University  Sesquicentennial 
Commission. 

Mitchell  will  join  two  other 
associate  executive  directors  —  June 
Whitlow  and  Bobbie  Sbrrill  and  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  Dellanna  O’Brien  — 
on  the  WMU  executive  council. 

In  her  new  position,  Mitchell  will 
oversee  the  staff  services  and 
puUishing  services  sections. 

Mitchell  has  been  director  of  the 
WMU  interpretation  section. 

Betty  Merrell,  agfr4evel  mamzines 
group  manager  at  the  national  WMU 
office,  wHU  succeed  Mitchell  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  interpretation  section. 


FMB  trustees  uphold 
policy  on  divorce 


Task  Force  named,  Great  Commission  Breakthrou^ 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  A  task  force 
has  been  appointed  and  pretesting 
will  begin  soon  on  a  national  plan  to 
offer  church  growth  training  to  each 
of  more  than  42,000  Southern  Baptist 
churches  and  missions. 

Developed  by  the  Sunday  School 
division  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board,  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  Breakthrough  project  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  most  churches  and  missions 
between  1992  and  1995.  A  pilot  project 
with  300  to  500  churches  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  between  October  1990  and 
'".'pf  nber  1991. 

The  three-day  event  will  be 
'Customized  for  each  church  by  the 
'pastor  and  a  Breakthrough  specialist 
to  help  the  church  use  its  Sunday 
School  to  stimulate  church  growth, 
said  Harry  Piland,  director  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Scho^  division. 

'The  specialist  will  work  with  a 


church  for  up  to  a  year  with  pre-event 
planning,  the  three-day  church  event 
and  follow-up  evaluation. 

In  the  planning' phase,  the  specialist 
will  collect  data  about  the  church, 
meet  with  the  pastor  and  church 
leaders,  identify  needs  of  the  church 
and  community,  identify  strengths  of 
the  church  and  plan  the  focus  event. 

The  pastor  and  specialist  will  lead 
the  three-day  event.  The  specialist 
will  make  several  visits  to  the  church 
in  two-  or  three-month  intervals  to 
help  th6  church  celebrate 
achievements  and  to  agree  on  addi¬ 
tional  steps  to  be  taken. 

Garry  Insko,  field  service  specialist 
in  the  Sunday  School  division,  will  be 
task  force  manager.  Task  force 
members  are  Jerri  Herring,  Steve 
Harbin,  Joe  Haynes,  and  Willie  Bea¬ 
ty,  growth  consultants  in  the  Sunday 
^hool  growth  and  administration 
department;  and  Alan  Tungett,  con¬ 


sultant  in  the  adult  Sunday  School  pro¬ 
gram  section. 

Ex-officio  members  of  the  task 
force  are  Wayne  Etheridge,  Sunday 
School  growU)  and  administration 
department;  Jay  Weils,  black  church 
development  section;  Ernest  Adams, 
field  service  strategy  and  coordina¬ 
tion  section;  E^rl  Waldrup,  special 
assistant  for  church  relations  in  the 
Sunday  School  division;  and  James 
Lackey,  directs  of  the  Sunday  School 
growth  and  administration 
dep^tment. 

Task  force  members  will  give 
priority  to  Great  Commission 
Breakthrough  responsibilities  and 
will  be  released  from  some  other 
responsibilities  through  the  pretesting 
and  pilot  phases  of  the  proj^t,  Piland 
said. 

Pretesting  will  be  conductM  in  as 
many  as  50  churches  by  September 


1990.  Waldrup  is  working  with  chur¬ 
ches  that  may  become  the  first  to  be 
involved  in  the  pretesting.  Initial 
pretest  events  may  be  conducted  as 
soon  as  early  April,  Insko  predicted. 

Pretesting  will  be  conducted  in 
various  sizes  and  types  of  churches  in 
different  areas  of  the  county,  he  said. 

Results  of  the  pretest  will  be  used 
to  plan  the  pilot  phase  with  between 
300  and  500  churches  between  October 
1990  and  September  1991. 

Breakthrough  specialists  for  the 
pilot  project  wil|  be  trained  ^  (October 

I^ttt  he 

enlisted  from  th6'  Sfmeray  Schdm  divi¬ 
sion,  state  convention  staffs,  directors 
of  missions  and  other  key  leaders,  In¬ 
sko  said. 

“The  pilot  will  tell  us  whether  lising 
volunteers  will  work  or  not,”  he 
reported.  Unlike  other  Sunday  ^hool 


field  service  events,  specialists  will 
not  be  paid  an  honorarium.  Expenses 
will  be  shared  by  the  Sunday  School 
division,  state  Baptist  conventions 
and  participating  churches. 

“We  hope  people  will  be  compelled 
to  do  this  as  an  effort  to  get  churches 
involved  in  evangelism,”  Insko 
explained. 

For  the  actual  project,  as  many  as 
7,(XX)  specialists  will  be  needed  to  con¬ 
duct  Breakthrough  events  in  the  42,0(X) 
Southern  Baptist  churches  and  mis¬ 
sions,  Insko  said. 

Piland  frt^T  presented  the  Great 
■CoTtimisitron  Breakthrough  project  to 
'statb^MaySbhool  directors  meeting 
In  May  1989.  He  called  together  8|^n- 
ning  group  of  30  people  including  state 
Sunday  School  airectors,  ministers  of 
education,  directors  of  missions, 
seminary  professors,  pastors  and  lay 
Sunday  School  leadens,  in  July  1989  for 
initial  ptamtiog  oFthe  >• 
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“Conservatives”  endorse  Chapman; 
urge  coalition  of  inerrantists 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  - 
Leaders  of  the  “conservative”  move¬ 
ment  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  unveiled  their  candidate  for  SBC 
president  Feb.  12  and  urged  Southern 
Baptists  who  have  shunned  politics  in 
the  last  decade  to  join  them  in  a 
historic  new  coalition  around  “the 
perfect,  infallible  Bible.” 

Tbxas  pastor  Morris  Chapman, 
whose  candidacy  for  president  was 
announced  the  previous  week,  spoke 
briefly  Feb.  12  at  the  annual  pastors’ 
school  and  Bible  conference  at  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
where  current  SBC  President  Jerry 
Vines  is  pastor. 

CJhapman,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
(Thurch  of  Wichita  Falls,  was  win^  on 
the  platform  by  Vines  and  former 
President  Adrian  Rogers,  who  called 
the  event  “the  most  historic  thing  that 
has  happened  in  these  11  years.” 

Chapman,  who  made  a  last-minute 
decision  to  fly  to  Jacksonville  for  the 
conference,  received  a  long-distance 
endorsement  from  Houston  pastor 
John  Bisagno,  whose  telephone 
message  was  relayed  to  the  audience 
of  more  than  3,500. 

Bisagno  issued  a  five-page  state¬ 
ment  Feb.  8  endorsing  both  Chapman 
and  the  conservative  movement.  In 
the  past,  Bisagno  has  positioned 
himself  as  a  mediator  in  the 
denomination’s  theological-political 
controversy;  but  in  the  statement,  he 
aligned  himself  with  the  conservative 
movement  and  called  Chapman  “a 
man  committed  to  the  completion  of 
the  correction  begun  11  years  ago.” 

Vines,  in  introducing  the  telephone 
call  from  Bisagno,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Houston,  said  the 
statement  marks  the  start  of  “a  great 
coalescing  of  Bible-believing  people” 


By  Greg  Warner 

who  have  not  yet  ^n  involved  in  the 
conservative  effort. 

“I  want  what  I  am  saying  to  be  dead 
center,  bull’s  eye,  perfectly  clear,” 
Bisagno  told  the  audience.  “The  goal 
of  the  past  11  years  and  more  —  that 
every  denominational  servant  and 
every  institutional  staff  member  not 
only  believe  in,  but  teach  and 
perpetuate  belief  in  a  perfect,  infalli¬ 
ble  Bible  —  must  not  change. 

“While  holding  unwaverin^y  to  that 
cause,  I  am  calling  for  a  historic  new 
day.  My  challenge  is  to  every 
Southern  Baptist  within  any  political 
parameter  who  shares  that  conviction 
to  stand  up  ahd  say  sa  Tbo  many  of 
us  who  feel  this  way  have  been  silent 
too  long. 

“I  am  calling  for  a  togetherness  of 
shared  leadership,  transcending 
anything  seen  before,  to  perpetuate  an 
unshakable  commitment  to  teach  a 
perfect  Bible  in  every  classroom  in, 
the  land.  I  believe  that  a  coalition  of 
all  those  in  or  out  of  any  political  en¬ 
tity  committed  to  this  common  goal 
can  bring  a  quick  end  to  the  strug^e.” 

Calling  the  event  “historic,”  Homer 
Lindsay,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jacksonville  along  with 
Vines,  told  the  audience  many  leaders 
such  as  Bisagno  who  have  stayed  out 
the  controversy  “ai^  coming  to  the 
realization  that  they  can  remain 
neutral  no  longer.” 

Lindsay  said  Bisagno  “is  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  bringing  these  men,  out  of 
neutrality,”  and  he  said  other  yet- 
unannounced  leaders  will  make 
similar  statements  soon.  Lindsay  said 
Vines  also  has  been  working  to  bring 
in  unaligned  pastors,  telling  them 
“they  have  to  decide  if,  in  the  ^uthem 
Baptist  Convention,  they  want  a  split 
or  a  splinter.” 


“If  the  majority  of  Southern  Baj>- 
tists  believe  in  this  word,  thai  tt^  are 
the  ones  that  should  piwail,”  Lindsay 
said.  “And  if  it’s  the  minority  that  do 
not  believe  in  this  word,  then  th^  are 
the  ones  who  should  keep  quiet  or 
leave. 

“Now,  if  you  don’t  want  to  see  your 
convention  taken  over  by  liberals,  then 
you’d  better  get  to  New  Orleans,  for 
the  SBC  meeting  in  June,”  Lin(&ay 
told  the  audience  manv  <rf  whom  were 
pastors.'  — \ 

Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist 
Church  in  Memphis,  Ttenn.,  and  a^ 
speaker  on  the  Bible  conference  pro¬ 
gram,  told  participants,  “This  is  the 
most  historic  thing  that  has  happen¬ 
ed  in  these  11  years,  when  men  liteDr. 
John  Bisagno,  whom  I  love  and 
respect,  say  it’s  time  to  line  up  with 
what  began  11  years  ago.” 

Rogers  urged  conference  par- 
.  ticipants  to  “do  all  you  can”  to  elect 
(Chapman  president  in  New  Orleans. 
Rogers  then  introduced  Chapman, 
noting  he  asked  the  Ibxas  pastor  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Jacksonville  meeting.  “He  is 
doctrinally  strai^t,  morally  pure, 
eminently  qualified,”  Rogers  said. 
“My  dear  friends,  he  has  been  through 
the  fire.  He  has  paid  the  price.” 

Chapman  was  greeted  with  a  stan¬ 
ding  ovation  by  the  Jacksonville  au¬ 
dience  “I  am  100  percent,  totally  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  inerrancy  and  infallibili¬ 
ty  of  the  Word  of  God,”  he  said.  “I 
don’t  know  the  will  of  God  about  the 
election,  but  I  do  believe  God  will 
stand  with  those  who  stand  for  the 
truth.” 

Rogers,  with  his  arm  around  Chap¬ 
man,  led  a  prayer  for  the  Ttexas  pastor 
and  his.  candidacy. 

Greg  Warner  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Florida  state  paper 


DOM  Liaison  Committee 

Directors  of  missions  have  named  a  Missions  Liaison  Committee,  1990-91,  with 
rotating  terms.  This  committee  serves  as  a  link  between  the  DOMs  and  the  conven¬ 
tion,  to  maintain  open  communication  and  support.  The  six  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  for  1990  are,  ieft  to  right.  Bobby  Perry,  DOM,  Gulf  Coast;  Talmadge  Smith,  DOM, 
Copiah/Lincoln;  Jerald  Welch,  DOM,  Holmes,  Humphreys,  LeFlors;  Leon  \bung,  DOM, 
Lauderdale/Noxubee;  Marvin  Cox,  DOM,  Union  County;  and  Bill  McCreary,  DOM, 
Benton-Tippah.  The  committee  members  will  serve  a  two-year  term.  They  met  at  the 
Baptist  Building  (n  January. 


SB.C  unsettled,  not  divided,  Chapman  says 


Bv  Dan  Martin 

WICHITA 'falls,  Texas  (BP)  — 
The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is 
unsettled  but  not  divided,  Morris 
Chapman  said. 

Chapman,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Wichita  Falls,  Ttxas,  made 
the  assessment  during  an  interview 
with  Baptist  Press  following  the  an¬ 
nouncement  he  would  be  the  “conser¬ 
vatives’  ”  candidate  for  president  of 
the  SBC  at  the  1990  annual  meeting 
June  12  in  New  Orleans. 

“I  think  we  are  an  unsettled 
denomination,”  Chapman,  49,  said. 
“We  are  groping  for  our  way,  but  we 
are  far  from  being  a  divided 
denomination. 

“We  are  unsettled  over  the  nature 
and  authority  of  God’s  Word.” 

(Chapman,  who  was  introduced  as 
the  “conservatives’  ”  candidate  Feb. 
12  during  the  annual  Pastors’  School 
and  Bible  Conference  at  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  said  in 
the  interview  he  believes  “the  cry  of 
Southern  Baptists  presently  is  to 
return  to  our  histone  Baptist  prin¬ 
ciples  and  practices.” 

The  key  to  those  bedrock  prindiples 
and  practices,  he  said,  is  that  “our 
God  who  is  perfect  in  nature  has  given 
us  a  Bible  which  is  perfect  in  nature.” 

“Southern  Baptists  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  setting  have  established  a  strong 
commitment  to  the  perfect  Word  of 
G<xl.  It  is  imperative  that  we  agree 
theologicallv  that  the  Word  of  CM  is 
the  inspired,  infallible,  inerrant  Bi¬ 
ble” 

Chapman,  in  a  statement  released 
foUowuig  the  announcement  <A  plans 
to  nominate  him  as  president,  said: 


“If  I  am  honored  by  being 
elected  .  .  .  my  heart’s  desire  is  to  be 
used  of  God  to  reach  beyond  perceiv¬ 
ed  political  parameters  of  our  conven¬ 
tion  to  bring  us  together  again. 

‘The  time  has  come  to  enlarge  the 
tent  of  our  beloved  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to  encompass  all 
cooperating  Southern  Baptists  who 
are  dedicated  to , perpetuating  our 
allegiance  to  the  Bible  as  the  perfect 
Worfjrom  a  perfect  God. 

“We  must  stay  the  course  of  this 
commitment  in  the  spirit  of  broaden¬ 
ed  togetherness  and  shared  leader¬ 
ship.” 

In  announcing  C^pman  as  the 
“conservative”  standard  bearer,  ‘Con¬ 
servative”  leaders  •  urged  Southern 
Baptists  who  have  shunned  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  theological-political  con¬ 
troversy  of  the  past  decade  to  join 
them  in  a  new  coalition  around  “the 
perfect,  infallible  Bible.” 

Chapman  told  Baptist  Press  he 
plans  to  “continue  to  refocus  and  even 
sharpen  the  focus  upon  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  one  true  Issue  (of  the  con¬ 
troversy)  ;  the  nature  and  authority  of 
Scripture.  Thus,  I  am  reaching  out  to 
all  persons,  desiring  to  draw  t^ether 
all  Southern  Baptists  who  believe  in 
the  perfect  nature  of  the  Bible, 
remrdless  of  previous  or  present 
political  persuasions.” 

Southern  Baptists,  in  the  1967  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  in  adopting 
the  report  of  the  Peace  Committee  in¬ 
terpreted  “truth  without  am  mixture 
of  error,”  Chapman  said.  The  phrase 
is  a  statement  in  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  Statement  of  1963  and 


has  been  a  point  of  dispute  in  the 
controversy. 

Chapman  quoted  the  report,  which 
said  the  phrase  meant  “these  four 
precepts;  Adam  and  Eve  were  real 
persons  ;  the  named  authors  did  write 
the  biblical  books  attributed  to  them 
by  those  books;  the  miracles  were 
supernatural  events  in  history;  and 
the  historical  narratives'in  the  Bible 
are  accurate  and  reliable.” 

That,  he  added  is  “bedrock.  Baptist 
belief.” 

In  the  interview,  he  quoted  an  action 
from  the  1922  annual  meeting  of  the 
SBC,  “when  messengers  adopted  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Report  of  the  Education  Board.  In 
part,  the  report  said,  ‘While  calling  for 
quality  education  we  must  not  allow 
ourselves  to  become  so  absorbed  in 
creating  academic  standards  that  we 
forget  or  ignore  the  main  thing  for 
which  we  entered  .  .T  the  field  of 
education.’ 

“The  report  further  stated, 
‘If  . . .  textbMks  cannot  be  found 
which  are  not . . .  destructive  to  the 
faith  of  the  students  in  the  inspiration 
and  inerrancy  of  the  Bible,  the 
teachers  in  such  departments  should 
be  of  such  pronounced  faith  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  and  of  such  learning  in  their 
departments  as  to  be  able  to  so  ex¬ 
plain  the  defect  of  the  textbooks  as  to 
magnify  the  message  of  the  Bible 
rat^  than  discredit  it.’  ” 

Chapman  added:  “Clearly  our 
fbrefathm,  with  great  enthusiasm, 
envisioned  staff  and  faculty  in  all 
departments  of  our  Baptist  colleges 
and  seminaries  as  people  who,  Hrst, 
profess  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 


and  Lord,  and,  second,  who  believe  in 
the  inspired,  infallible,  inerrant  Word 
of  God. 

“I  am  not  in  position  to  determine 
the  extent  to  which  there  may  be  those 
who  may  not  bebeve  in  inerran^  and 
infallibility  of  God’s  Word  (in  the 
classrooms  and  institutions  of  the 
denomination).  My  best  impression  is 
that  not  all  who  serve  within  the  con¬ 
text  of  Southern  Baptist  life  have  been 
willing  to  explicitly  state  that  they 
believe  in  the  perfect  Word  from  the 
perfect  God. 

'“I  think  that  until  there  is  an  open 
and  Uiorough  declaration  on  the  part 
of  staff  and  faculty  that  they,  in  fact, 
do  believe  within  the  parameters 
stated  by  the  Peace  Committee,  that 
a  question  would  remain  in  the  minds 
of  many.” 

The  Ibxas  pastor  commented  the 
“conservative  resurgence  is  still  in 
pn^ress  and  must  continue  if  we  ex¬ 
pect  to  have  an  ongoing  impact  for 
Christ  upon  this  world.  Once  we  are 
more  settled  mi  the  issue  of  the  Bible, 
I  expect  us  to  become  one  of  the  most 
exploding  fmx:es  for  CJirist  across  this 
land  and  around  the  world. 

“I  am  extending  open  arms  to  all 
who  believe  that  the  Bible  is 
perfect . . .  desiring  to  draw  together 
people  and  move  beyond  the  present 
expressed  polarization.  All  I  can  do  is 
take  the  step,  offer  the  open  arms  and 
'  trust  God  will  move  into  the  hearts  of 
all  of  us  to  achieve  the  common  ^oal 
of  holding  steadfast  to  our  convicnons 
about  the  Bible  while  broadening  our 
togetherness.” 

Dan  Martin  is  news  editor  for  Bap¬ 
tist  Press 


Wayne  Gullett 
leads  DOMs 

The  Directors  of  Missions  Fellowship, 
which  meets  four  times  a  year,  has  elected 
Wayne  Gullett,  right,  director  of  missions, 
Calhoun  Association,  as  president;  Ken¬ 
neth  Rhodes.  l4ft,  DOM,  Pearl  River 
Association,  as  secretary/treasurer;  and 
Marvin  Cox,  center,  DOM,  Union  County 
Association,  as  vice  president.  Gullett  said 
that  the  Conference  of  Directors  of  Mis¬ 
sions  “is  committed  to  assist  churches  in 
reaching  the  world  for  our  Lord.  They  of¬ 
fer  support  for  all  DOMs  and  associations 
in  Mississippi.  They  are  part  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  team  that  brings  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  to  the  world." 


Study  says  alcohol 
affects  women  more 

A  study  published  bv  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Pittsburgh  says  drink  for  drink, 
women  get  drunker  than  men.  Scien¬ 
tists  making  the  study  say  they 
believe  it  is  because  men  have  more 
stomach  for  booze 
The  study  said  men  feel  few  side  ef¬ 
fects  of  alcohol,  even  when  men  and 
women  consume  equal  amounts.  — 
ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
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‘Conservatives’  map  strategy  for  presidential  vote 


ATLANTA  (BP)  -  More  than  250 
conservatives  from  21  states  mapped 
strategy  in  Atlanta  Feb.  22  for  the 
election  of  Morris  CJhapman  as  next 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Chapman,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of-  WiQhita  Falls,  Texas, 
recently  announced  his  willingness  to 
be  nominated.  John  Bisagno,  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Houston, 
said  he  plans  to  nominate  his  fellow 
Ihxan  as  the  “conservative”  standard 
bearer. 

The  256  “conservative”  pastors  and 
laypeople  were  invited  to  Uie  meeting 
by  dharles  Stanley,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Atlanta  and  former 
president  of  the  SBC. 

Another  former  SBC  president. 
Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
presided  over  the  gathering ;  and  cur¬ 
rent  SBC  President  Jerry  Vines, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Jacksonville,  gave  greetings  to  par¬ 
ticipants  over  a  telephone  hookup. 

“The  meeting  was  to  reaffirm  our 
goals  and  directions,”  said  Fred 
Powell,  senior  associate  pastor  of  the 
Atlanta  church  and  the  organizer  of 
the  gathering. 

“We  wanted  to  assess  the  situation 
as  to  where  we  are  and  what  we  can 
expect  in  New  Orleans,”  site  of  the 
1990  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC, 
Rogers  told  Baptist  Press. 

“There  were  three  basic  things  we 
feel  we  need  to  do,”  he  added.  “First, 
we  need  to  refocus  the  issue  on  the 
Word  of  Crod.  The  central  issue  is  the 
Bible  It  is  not  a  matter  of  separation 
of  church  and  state,  the  priesthood  of 
the  believer,  women  ministers  or 


anything  else,  as  important  as  they 
might  Iw. 

‘The  issue  is  ...  the  theological 
issue,  and  the  heart  of  the  theological 
issue  is  Holy  Scripture.  We  ne^  to 
keep  the  focus  on  that,  because  there 
are  those  who  are  trying  .to  shift  the 
issue. 

“The  second  thing  is  the  duplicity 
of  the  “moderates”  (who  are)  crying 
out  against  political  maneuvering  and 
who  are  doing  mcse  ard  at  greater  ex¬ 
pense  than  has  ever  been  done.” 

He  quoted  a  statement  made  by 
“moderate”  candidate  Daniel  Vestal, 
pastor  of  Dunwoody  Baptist  Church  in 
suburban  Atlanta,  that  politics  is  ‘im¬ 
moral,”  and  said:  ‘There  is  talk  of  ex¬ 
orbitant  amounts  of  money  being 
spent . .  .  with  flying  around,  whistle 
stops,  organizations  with  paid  full¬ 
time  workers. 

“I  don’t  say  they  doa’t  have  the  right 
to  spend  their  money;  the  point  is  they 
are  doing  the  very  thing  they  decry  so 
much.  They  can’t  have  it  both  ways.” 

The  thiid  point  of  the  meeting, 
Rogers  said,  “was  that  we  talk^ 
ab^t  Morris  Chapman  and  that  he  is 
indeed  the  one  we  felt  was  surfaced 
after  prayer  and  discussion.  Fred 
Wolfe  was  there  and  very  much  en¬ 
couraged  support  for  Morris  as  the 
candidate.” 

“Little  rumors  have  been  floating 
that  Fred  (Wolfe)  was  bypassed  for 
M<MTis  (Chapman).  The  “moderates” 
would  like  to  believe  there  is  division 
in  our  camp,  but  assurance  was  given 
there  is  none.”  ^ 

Wolfe,  pastor  of  Chttage  Hill  Baptist 
Church  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  at  first  surfac¬ 
ed  as  the  “conservative”  candidate, 
but' withdrew  a  few  days  before  his 


candidacy  officially  was  to  be 
announced. 

Wolfe  told  Baptist  Press  he  “spoke 
a  word  on  behalf  of  Morris.  He  is 
God’s  man  . . .  and  I  think  he  will  be 
the  man  to  lea^-us.” 

The  meeting,  according  to  Wolfe, 
was  “very  positive.  It  did  not  deal  in 
personalities.  It  was  not  a  bash  Dan 
Vestal  meeting;  it  was  an  informative 
meeting  for  people  involved  in  the 
‘copservative’  movement.” 

Powell  said  the  meeting  “wasn’t  so 
much  a  pep  rally  for  Morris  (Chap¬ 
man)  as  to  keep  our  act  straight,  to 
keep  on  target.” 


Chapman  was  called  a 
‘thoroughbredcbnservative/ 


Chapman  was  called  a 
“thoroughbred  conservative”  by 
Rogers,  who  urged  participants  to 
“get  behind  God’s  man.”  He  predicted 
several  prominent  Southern  Baptists 
from  tlra  “broad  middle”  will  unite 
behind  Chapman’s  candidacy. 

“Some  who  have  heretofore  been  in 
the  middle  of  the  roact  but  who  have 
had  “conservative’  beliefs,  have  made 
it  known  they  are  going  to  support 
Morris  Chapman.  Not  the  least  of 
these  is  John  Bisagno,”  Rogers  said, 
predicting  a  “great  number  of  peo¬ 
ple,”  similar  to  Bisagno  “will  do  the 
same  thing.” 

He  declined  to  list  possible  sup¬ 


porters  because  “we  felt  it  would  be 
better  for  them  to  surface  their  own 
names.” 

Rogers  told  the  gathering,  “I  believe 
we  will  see  in  New  Orleans  the 
greatest  victory  ever  seen”  (for  the 
“conservatives”),  and  added  that 
another  ‘tons»vative”  victory  —  to  go 
with  11  years  of  electing  “conser-* 
vative”  presidents  —  will  mean  an 
end  to  the  SBC  conflict. 

However,  he  added,  “Conservatives 
realize  they  cannot  take  anything  for 
granted  and  will  do  everything  they 
can  to  have  every  messenger  possible 
present  in  New  Orleans.” 

James  Hefley,  a  freelance  writer 
from  Hannibal,  Mo.,  told  the  Word  and 
Way,  newsjournal  of  the  Missouri  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  Stanley  announced  to 
the  gathering  he  will  nominate 
Richard  Lee,  pastor  of  Rehoboth  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  suburban  Atlanta  fqr 
vice  president.  Hefley  said  sevef^ 
other  names  were  discussed  but,  no 
candidate  agreed  on. 

Hefley  also  said  “conservative” 
leaders  expressed  concerned  about 
the  announcement  of  Carolyn 
Weatherfwd  Crumpter  as  “moderate” 
candidate  for  first  vice  president.  He 
said  fear  was  expressed  she  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  establish  a  precinct  type 
organization  in  each  state  through 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  since  she 
is  the  former  executive  director  of  the 
WMU  SBC. 

Leaders  ple<^ed  to  monitor  WMU 
to  make  sure  it  is  not  used  for  political 
purposes,  Hefley  said. 

In  addition  to  Stanly,  Rogers,  Wolfe 
and  Vines,  the  gatheringa^  was  ad¬ 
dressed  by  Paul  Pressler,  a  Houston 
appeals  court  judge  and  vice  chair¬ 


man  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

“The  judge  reported  on  the  recent 
(Feb.  19-20)  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  the  actions  taken 
regarding  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Public  Affairs,”  Rogers  said. 

During  the  meeting,  the  Executive 
Committee  voted  to  shift  the  program 
assignment  for  religious  liberty  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  and  to  cut  the  budget  alloca¬ 
tion  to  the  BJCPA  from  $391,000  per 
year  to  $50,000.  ^ 

Also  announced  during  the  meeting, 
the  Memphis  pastor  said,  was 
establishment  of  a  new  publication. 
The  Southern  Baptist  Communicator. 

Powell,  who  will  be  editor  of  the 
publication  as  moonlighting  thing,” 
said  the  first  issue  has  b^n  mailed  to 
the  churches  of  the  SBC.  He  said  fun¬ 
ding  for  the  new  publication  is  being 
provided  by  “an  individual  who  feels 
that  something  should  be  done.”  He 
declined  to  name  the  “individual” 
without  permission  from  the  person. 

The  publication  will  have  issues  in 
April,  May  and  June,  Powell  said,  ad¬ 
ding  no  decision  has  been  made  con¬ 
cerning  its  continuation  past  the  1990 
annual  meeting.  “It  will  depend  on 
what  the  need  is,”  he  added. 

He  added  The  Southern  Baptist 
Communicator  is  not  in  competition 
with  another  “conservative  ”  publica¬ 
tion,  the  Southern  Baptist  Advocate, 
published  by  Robert  M.  Tenery  of 
Morganton,  N.C. 

“I  definitely  applaud  the  work  Bob 
Tenery  has  done,  and  this  is  in  no  way 
competitive.  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke 
and  John  tell  the  story  from  different 
perspectives,”  he  said. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  34M  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under^  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
neceuarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
•etters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 

Piihlir  spVinrtI  nrnvpr  ly,  is  there  any  education  apart  from 
ruDiic  scnool  prayer  cultural,  moral,  and  spiritual  values? 

Eklitor:  'The  idea  that  spiritual  values  can 

In  the  Baptist  Record  last  week  andshouldbefbsteredandtai^toa- 
there  was  a  letter  to  you  regarding  the  ly  by  the  home  and  church  is 
teaching  of  the  theory  of  evolution  in  ludicrous.  Many  children  don’t  have  a 
the  public  schools  witimut  recognition  Christian  home  Neither  are  they  car- 
of  the  Bible  account  of  creation,  or  ried  to  church  and  Sunday  School.  Ac- 
creationism.  I  think  most  of  us  would  tually,  none  of  them  have  much  home 
agree  with  you  that  if  one  were  tai^ghL  life,  for  they  spend  their  time  in  schml 


Public  school  prayer 

Eklitor: 

In  the  Baptist  Record  last  week 
there  was  a  letter  to  you  regarding  the 
teaching  of  the  theo^  of  evolution  in 
the  public  schools  witimut  recognition 
of  the  Bible  account  of  creation,  or 
creationism.  I  think  most  of  us  would 
agree  with  you  that  if  one  were  taitghL 
so  should  the  other;  but  your 
preference  was  that  both  should  be 
left  outside  the  classroom  study 

In  your  reply,  if  I  understood  you 
correctly,  you  related  that  in  the 
school  you  attended  during  the  I930’s 
and  early  I940’s,  there  was  no  Bible 
reading  nor  prayers  said  and  that 
such  things  should  be  left  to  the  home 
and  the  church.  I  was  a  student  dur¬ 
ing  that  same  period.  Surely  your 
school  must  have  been  the  exception. 
In  our  school,  and  all  others  that  I 
knew  of,  a  passage  from  the  Bible  was 
read  at  each  assembly,  or  chapel  pro¬ 
gram;  and  someone  led  in  prayer, 
(iuite  often,  in  a  classroom  discussion 
or  at  recess  time,  a  teacher  or  a  stu¬ 
dent  would  impose  a  quote  from  the 
Bible  and  express  his  or  her  faith  in 
God. 

Nobody  preached  to  us,  but  there 
was  a  Christian  atmosphere,  and  we 
knew  that  Christian  principles  were  to 
be  the  standard  of  our  conduct.  These 
things  fed  tender  hearts  and  minds 
and  gave  direction  to  our  lives.  Real- 


from  day  care  to  college.  If  th^  don’t 
get  some  spiritual  and  moral  food  at 
school,  they  just  don’t  get  much.  With 
all  the  home  and  the  church  can  do, 
if  the  school  does  not  build  upon  what 
they  have  done,  it  will  surely  tear  it 
dowm.  Thank  (jod  for  teachers  and 
schools  that  foster  Christian  prin¬ 
ciples  and  reverence. 

R.  Clifton  Williams 

Bogue  Chitto 

Cultural,  moral,  and  spiritual 
values?  Yes,  though  the  school 
systems  can  no  longer  he  sure  they 
will  find  those  in  teachers.  There  can 
be  no  religious  requirement  in  the  hir¬ 
ing  of  public  employees.  A  prayer  led 
by  •  member  of  the  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses?  No.  But  that  would  be  a 
distinct  possibility.  In  Utah  for  sure  it 
wouid  be  a  Mormon.  Therefore,  there 
should  he  no  mandated  prayers  by 
Baptists  in  pubiic  schools,  where 
religions  of  every  sort  are 
represented.  And.  it  is  true,  I  went  to 
five  different  schools  in  my  11  years 


of  public  school;  and  not  once  in  11 
years  was  there  a  Bible  reading  time 
or  a  prayer.  Hiere  was  plenty  of  moral 
and  cultural  and  even  spiritual  in¬ 
struction,  however;  and  in  the  two 
smaller  systems,  almost  every 
teacher  was  a  Baptist.  ‘They  brought 
their  witness  to  school,  but  they  didnt 
bring  their  dogma.  I  am  not  against 
prayer  in  the  public  school,  and 
neither  is  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  I 
am  against  an  exercise  that  1  wouldn’t 
reco^iize  as  prayer  being  forced  upon 
me  in  the  name  of  prayer.  And  that 
has  to  work  from  ail  perspectives.  And 
that  is  what  the  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled.  —  Editor 

Be  like  Christ 

Editor: 

I  would  like  to  enlighten  your 
readers  about  a  book  that  I  have  just 
read.  It  is  called  In  His  Steps  by 
Charles  M.  Sheldon. 

This  book  is  about  a  church  in  which 
the  members  pledged  to  live  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus  for  one 
year.  In  any  and  all  situations  they 
were  to  ask  the  question,  “What  would 
Jesus  do?” 

The  church  members’  lives  were 
drastically  changed  as  they  began  to 
live  as  Jesus  would.  'Their  selfish, 
htimanistic  ways  were  changed  as 
they  strove  to  act  as  true  Christians. 

I  have  taken  this  question  and  ap¬ 
plied  it  to  all  areas  of  mv  life.  I  have 
learned  that  what  I  would  normally  do 
is  almost  always  different  from  what 
Jesus  would  do. 

If  the  term,  (Christian,  is  to  mean 
Christ-like,  shouldn’t  we  all  really  try 
to  be  like  (Christ? 

Carolyn  Coleman 
Batesville 


Guideposts  ad 


Eklitor: 

I,  too,  was  astounded  at  the  opposi¬ 
tion  voiced  about  Guidepost.  I  will  just 
say  “Amen”  to  Mrs.  J.  H.  Kennedy’s 
letter  complimenting  this  fine 
magazine  and  Dr.  Peale 
Betty  Tsrrell 
Liberty 

Hymnbooks  needed 

Eklitor: 

'There  is  a  need  for  hymnbooks  for 
churches  that  cannot  afford  to  buy 
them. 

If  churches  have  used  hymnals  or 
would  provide  funds  to  buy  them, 
please  contact  me  or  Brenda  Box, 
968-3800,  Ext.  3961. 

Richard  Brogan, 
consultant, 

CkMperative  Missions 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 

Thanks  for  report 

Eklitor: 

Greetings  to  you  today  in  CHRIST! 
'Thank  you.  Brother  Don,  for  reporting 
in  the  Record  about  Lottie  Moon  and 
the  ordination  of  Brother  Gayle  Pope 
at  Knights  Valli^  Church. 

I  intended  when  I  wrote  about 
Brother  Gayle  Pope  to  list  the  phone 
numbers  where  he  could  be  reached 
as  a  prospective  pastor,  interim 
pastor,  pulpit  supply,  revivals,  Bible 
studies,  etc.  I  do  want  to  share  the 
three  phone  numbers  where  he  can  be 
reachM.  As  time  and  policy  allows, 
would  you  list  these  in  the  Record. 
Thank  you  so  kindly! 


Brotho-  Gayle  Pope  can  be  reach¬ 
ed  at  966-1469,  Jackson;  656-8817, 
Philadelphia;  and/or  787-3528, 
Heidelbe^. 

Grady  Crowell,  director  of 
missions 

CHarke  County  Association 

Divorced  minister 

Eklitor: 

I  do  not  understand  wlw  the  divorc¬ 
ed  Baptist  ministers  are  looked  at 
some  of  our  church  people  as  not  b(^ 
ing  fit  preachers  to  pastor  our  chur¬ 
ches  and  preach  (Sod’s  word,  when 
nuny  times  they  are  not  at  fault  and 
are  better  preadios  for  the  problems 
they  have  been  through. 

I  believe  God  has  called  out  and  set 
apart  these  men  as  his  servants.  If 
that  be  right,  the  Lord  will  watch  over 
them  andlove  them;  so  why  shouldn’t 
we,  as  God’s  childrra,  give  them  our 
sufmort  and  love  them  so  they  can  go 
on  delivering  his  message  that  we  so 
badly  need  to  hear. 

I  believe  we  are  very  wrong  to  judge 
them.  Let’s  leave  t^t  to  God.  He 
makes  no  mistakes. 

Name  withheld  by  editor 


KKEP 


CLEArV 


Three  cheers  for  the  red,  white,  and  blue 


While  I  waited  three  hours  in  upkeep  is  done  on  the  engines  than  on  Jackson  zoo,  into  the  building  for  on- 
Helsinki,  Finland,  for  a  plane  to  the  interior.  ly  a  few  moments  to  visit  the  ladies’ 

Moscow,  I  nervously  filled  the  blanks  On  my  first  day  in  Moscow,  I  visited  room. 

on  a  USSR  customs  declaration.  Four  the  American  Elmbassy.  As  I  mention-  There  is  a  newer  section  of  the  Em- 
questions  I  could  answer  with  “no.”  ed  in  an  earlier  column,  I  got  left,  ac-  bassy,  a  red  brick  building,  never 
Have  you  any  narcotics?  any  antiques  cidentally,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  finish^  after  bugging  devices  were 
or  art?  any  Russian  money?  any  TASS  news  agency;  and  a  Soviet  discovered  in  it.  In  an  office  there. 


weapons  and  ammunitions?  The  next 
two  were  harder:  How  much  foreign 
money  do  you  have?  (it  was  embar¬ 
rassingly  little).  How  many  bags  do 
you  have?  One  big  bag  and  a  small 
carry-on.  (The  touring  company 
chose  that  inconvenient  moment  to 
give  me  a  new  carry-on  case  as  a  gift. 
Now  what  would  I  do  with  three  bags 
when  my  declaration  said  two?  I  zip¬ 
ped  my  old  carry-on  inside  my  new 
one). 

As  I  was  to  find,  Russia  is  a  land  of 
opposites.  For  instance,  their  subway 
system  is  decorated  with  chandeliers 
and  marble  columns  and  probably  the 
longest,  highest  ^calators  in  the 
world.  Their  commuter  planes, 
Aeroflot,  are  on  the  other  end  of  the 
scale.  Under  the  worn  red  carpet  of 
the  small  airplane,  I  could  feel  de(xos- 
sions,  rather  like  potholes,  in  the  nar¬ 
row  aisle  There  were  no  luggage  c(»n- 
partments,  only  open  shelves  for  coats 
or  such.  Seats  were  jammed  close 
together,  with  hardly  any  knee  room; 
carry-ons  had  to  go  under  the  seat  or, 
more  accurately,  underfoot  Ttying  to 
get  out  of  a  seat,  once  settled,  was  an 
agony  of  tangled  pMple.  Gratefully  I 
■  Bred  I  ■ 


remember 


writer  delivered  me  and  two  others  to 
the  Embassy.  He  told  us  goodbye  at 
the  comer,  beside  an  attractive  grey 
stone  building,  the  oldest  in  the  Em¬ 
bassy  complex.  In  front  of  the 
building,  stretching  down  the 
sidewalk,  and  filling  every  inch  of  the 
small  courtyard,  stood  lines  of  people 
“You  go  on  up  to  the  door,”  the 
newsman  told  us,  “You  don’t  have  to 
get  at  end  of  line”  These  were  Russian 
pmple,  each  waiting  to  apply  for  a 
visa  to  enter  the  United  States. 
Sometimes  they  waited  from  early 
.morning  until  late  afternoon,  return¬ 
ed  and  waited  another  day,  and 
sometimes  for  days  and  days.  The 
American  flag  waving  above  the  front 
door  to  them  symbolized  something 
they  dreamed  some  day  of  finding, 
something  worth  waiting  for,  aiQ' 
length  of  time. 

'Three  friendfy  American  men  (Em¬ 
bassy  personnel)  behind  a  glass  win¬ 
dow  (bullet  proof?)  in  the  en¬ 
tranceway  did  not  open  the  door  and 
say  “Come  in.”  They  looked  at  our 
passp<Hls  and  drivers’  licenses,  cbn- 
ferr^  a  while,  and  took  our  purses 
and  cameras  before  th^  let  us  go 
ike  those  at  the 


had  read  that  more  through  a  turnstile  like 


while  waiting  to  telefrfione,  I  noticed 
that  some  jokester  had  placed  a  sign 
in  an  open  drawer,  “Do  not  close 
drawer.  Open  to  receive  incoming 
taxes.” 

Michael  Hurley  from  Seattle,  se¬ 
cond  secretary  of  the  Embassy,  a  pro¬ 
fessional  amtossador  with  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Press  and  Culture,  told  us  that 
as  part  of  the  Embassy  personnel  he 
is  not  supposed  to  have  private  social 
Russian  friends.  He  said  that  Phyllis 
Kirk,  an  American  woman,  a  lawyer, 
has  been  allowed  to  live  in  Lenin  Ihlls, 
a  residential  sector  of  Moscow.  So  far 
as  she  and  the  Embassy  know,  she  is 
the  only  American  living  in  Moscow 
outside  the  Embassy  compound. 
Before  glasnost,  this  would  have  been 
impossible,  be  said. 

One  morning  Kirk,  who  is  with  the 
American  Trade  Development  seek¬ 
ing  to  create  an  economic  infrastruc¬ 
ture  in  Russia,  spoke  to  us  during 
breakfast  at  the  Kosmos  Hotel.  She 
said,  “Here  this  ecxHKHnic  structure  is 
either  sabotaged,  or  a  mystery.  You 
take  home  a  'TV  set,  and  it  ex- 
plpdes  ....  Here  the  medical  care  is 
free,  but  it  is  unavailable” 

Rrady  to  leave  for  iKune,  at  the  Len¬ 


Popes  lead  retreat  for 
volunteer  teachers  in  China 


A  door  in  China  that  is  wide  open  is 
that  of  teaching  English  to  Chinese 
students  attending  the  country^  many 
universities.  Southern  Bap^ts  are 
now  providing  65  teachers  in  more 
than  a  dozen  universities,  under  spon¬ 
sorship  of  Cooperative  Services  Inter¬ 
national,  department  of  the  Fbreign 
Mission  Board,  SBC. 

Where  career  missionaries  are 
unable  to  live  and  work,  CSI  seeks  to 
match  Southern  Baptist  professionals 
with  Various  overseas  ne^  These  in¬ 
clude  English  teachers,  health  care 
professionals,  agriculturists,  and 
others.  Headquarters  for  CSI  vvork  in 
China  is  in  Hong  Kong. 

Two  Mississippians  recently  met 
with  the  65  teachers  in  a  retreat  set¬ 
ting  in  Hong  Kong  and  heard  firsthand 
of  their  eimrience  of  teaching  and 
planting  of  seeds  of  Jesus  Christ  by 
their  actions  and  their  conversations 
with  Chinese  students.  Bradley  and  Jo 
Ann  Pope  traveled  to  Hong  Kong  and 
took  a  one-day  journey  to  Guangzhou 
f  (Canton)  to  visit  one  of  the  former 
Southern  Baptist  churches  that  has 
been  open  for  11  years,  the  Dong  Shan 
Church.  The  church  has  four  Chinese 
pastors  and  a  seminary  with  35 
students. 

Pope,  staff  counselor  at  The 
Shepmrd’s  Staff  Counseling  Center  in 
Jackson,  led  a  flve-day  retr^  for  the  - 
65  South^  Baptist  teachers.  He  says, 
“Many  of  these  people  have  left  ^ 
conveniences  of  mce  comfortable 
homes  to  live  in  austere  accommoda¬ 
tions.  Many  have  families  at  home 
that  have  experienced  death  and  ill¬ 
ness,  and  th^  have  not  been  able  to 


visit  Some  have  experienced  illnesses 
themselves  without  access  to  modem 
medical  services.  But  they  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  being  where  God  can  use 
them  as  his  presence  and  his 
spokesmen.  I  aomire  them  greatly.” 

Pope  observed,  “Since  the  days  of 
Lottie  Moon,  China  has  been  on  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  We  watched  with  horror  as  t^ 
Red  Guards  of  the  Cultural  Revolution 
in  1966  finished  closing  all  the  chur¬ 
ches  and  sent  home  all  remaining 
foreigners.  All  of  our  years  of  invest¬ 
ment  in  the  lives  of  the  Chinese  peo¬ 
ple  seemed  to  be  going  down  the 
draia 

“However,  since  1976  and  the  death 
of  Mao,  mapy  exciting  thin^  have 
been  happenii^  to  the  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  and  Christian  churches  of  China. 


The  new  American  Embassy  in  Moscow  has  not  yet  been  finished  because  of  the 
discovery  of  electronic  spying  devices  in  the  construction. 


ingrad  airport,  past  the  security 
checkpoint,  Sarah  Peugh,  Aberdeen 
Baptist,  and  I  sat,  waiting  again  for 
a  plane.  She  held  out  her  har^,  tears 
in  her  eyes,  and  said,  “See  my  new 
ring?”  She  had  just  received  it  as  a 
gift  from  a  Jewish  fiimily  she  had  met 
there  in  the  airport. 

That  Jewish  family  of  four  had  long¬ 
ed  to  live  in  America.  It  had  been  ten 
years  since  first  they  applied  for  a 
visa,  and  for  permission  to  leave  the 
USSR.  Now  they  were  being  sent  by 
way  of  Budapest  and  Vienna  to  Rome 
From  there,  they  hoped  to  find  a  way 
to  realize  their  dream.  Their  mother 
stood  on  the  other  side  of  the  check- 
poinU  without  permission  to  follow 
luruier.  They  kept  going  back  to  talk 
with  her  across  the  barrier,  for 


knew  they  might  never  see  her  again, 
lb  them,  their  dream  was  that  strong. 

ThQf  wanted  some  U.S.  currency,  in 
case  they  needed  it,  and  Sarah,  ever 
thinking  of  others  with  loving  concern, 
had  bought  a  samovar  (used  to  make 
tea)  from  them,  and  paid  them  in  U.S. 
money.  One  of  the  women  then  had 
given  her  the  ring  and  said  to  her,  “My 
mother  told  me  to  give  this  to  the  first 
good  person  I  met  on  this  sidb  of  the 
barrier.” 

For  many  years  1  have  sat  at  my 
desk  where  1  could  turn  and  look  out 
any  time  at  the  United  States  flag  fly¬ 
ing,  in  front  of  the  Mississippi  Capitol. 
I  ask  myself  now,  “How  often  have  I 
taken  for  granted  the  splendors  for 
which  it  stands?” 


The  government  has  taken  a  new 
stand  concemii^  the  existence  of 
evangelical  Christian  churches  —  a 
much  more  tolerant  stance  The 
Christians  who  had  been  meeting  in 
homes  for  worship  have  been  allov^ 
to  reopen  their  churches  in  increasing 
numbers. 

“In  the  past  10  years,  6,000  churches 
have  reopened.  However,  the  various 
denominations,  such  as  Swthem  Bap¬ 
tists,  do  not  own  the  buildings  nor 
direct  the  ministry  of  the  churches  — 
the  (Chinese  themselves  da  Southern 
Baptists  and  other  evangelicals  have 
ch^n  to  relate  to  the  Chinee  Chris¬ 
tian  church  in  another  capacity  —  as 
co-workers.  We  have  cho^n  to  work 
alongside  these  diinese  churches  to 
meet  needs  in  ways  that  they  in¬ 
dicate.” 


Gulfshore  Schedule 

1990 


I  Senior  Adult  Conference  (DT) 

II  Senior  Adult  (Conference  (DT) 

Single  Adult  (Conference  (DT) 

III  Senior  Adult  (Conference  (DT) 

I  Youth  Conference  MB(CB 

II  Youth  Conference  MB(CB  -  , 

III  Youth  (Conference  MB(CB 

IV  Youth  Conference  hffiCB 

V  Youth  Conference  MBCB 

VI  Youth  (Conference  MBCB 

VII  Youth  Conference  MBCB 
Family  Enrichment  Conference  (DT) 

Youi^  Musicians  Conferc.ice  ((CM) 

Discipleship  Training  Leadership  Conference  (DT) 
(Church  Recreation  Conference  (DT) 

Youth  Music  (Conference  (CM) 

Music  Leadership  Conference  (CM) 

I  CentrifuM  ' 

(Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  (Conference 

(CAPM) 

(Church  Weekday  Education  (Conference  (CAPM) 
Stewardship  (Coherence  (STEW) 

(Church  Missions  Development  Conference  (CoMi) 

II  (Centrifuge 

I  Sunday  School  Leadership  (Conference  (SS) 

Special  Ministries  Conference  (SS) 

HI  (Centrifuge 

II  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conference  (SS) 

IV  Centrifuge 

HI  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conference  (SS) 

IV  Sunday  School  Leadership  (Conference  (SS) 

For  further  information  contact  Frank  Simmons,  Henderson  Point,  Pass 
Christtan,  MS  39571;  phteie  Ml/452-7261.  For  Centrifuge  information  and  reser¬ 
vations,  cali  615/251-2713  or  write  CENTRIFUGE,  P.  O.  Box  24001,  Nashville,  ^ 
TN  37202. 


May  21-23 
May  24-26 
May  26-28 
May  28-June  1 
June  1-5 
June  5-9 
June  9-13 
June  14-18 
June  18-22 
June  22-26 
June  26-30 
July  2-6 
July  7-11 
July  12-14 

July  14-18 
Ju^  19-21 
July  21-26 
July  26-28 


July  28-August  2 
August  2-4 

August  4-9 
.  August  9-11 
'August  11-16 
September  7-8 
September  14-15 


Dong  Shan  Baptist  Church,  Canton,  China. 
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Thursday.  March  8.  1990 

BSU  of  USM  to  sponsor 
mission  trip  to  Houston 


TTie  Baptist  Student  Union  of  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
will  be  sponsoring  a  mission  trip  to 
Houston  over  spring  break,  March 
9-16. 

The  group  will  do  inner  city  work 
with  missionary  Mildred  McWhorter. 
Their  duties  will  include  leading  a 
^ckyard  Bible  Club,  doing  construc¬ 
tion  work,  painting,  serving  in  a  soup 
kitchen,  and  doing  health  screening. 

The  group  will  include  Shannon 
Varnado,  Natchez;  Joy  Vaughn, 
Durant;  Tina  Williams,  Pascagoula; 
Chris  Dufrene,  New  Hebron;  Donnie 
Reynolds,  Picayune;  Darren  Miley, 
Cl-ystal  Springs ;  Rhonda.  Hensarling, 
Petal;  Cindy  Rachel,  Gretna,  La.; 
Ttony  Bernard,  Denham  Springs,  La. ; 
Darla  Kling,  BSU  intern  on  the  coast 
campus;  Marilyn  Sullivan,  New 
Orleans  campus  nursing  instructor; 
Frank  Bowers,  BSU  director,  Hat- 
,  tiesburg  campus;  and  three  nursing 
I  students  from  the  New  Orleans 
;  campus. 

names  in 


A  leadership  training  conference 
will  take  place  March  16-17  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  featur¬ 
ing  specialized  training  for  leaders  in 
all  areas  of  Sunday  School. 

TVaining  will  be  included  for  leaders 
of  younger  and  middle  preschoolers, 
older  preschoolers,  middle  children, 
older  children,  youth,  adults,  for  adult 
department  directors,  for  Sunday 
School  directors,  for  pastors  and  staf¬ 
fers,  and  for  outreach  leaders. 

Bible  study  leader  will  be  Gene 
Henderson,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Brandon.  Music  leader  will  be  Rick 
Greene  of  Jackson. 

Registration  on  March  16  begins  at 
3  p.m.  with  dinner  at  5  and  sessions 
beginning  at  6.  The  conference  con¬ 
cludes  at  noon  the  next  day. 

To  register  for  the  conference,  con¬ 
tact  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
Pass  Christian,  Henderson  Point,  MS 
39571.  Cost  is  $31  for  lodging  and  food. 

The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the 
MBCB’s  Sunday  School  Department. 

the  news 


First  Church,  Union,  had  a  special  recognition  day  for  Lester  and  Melba  White 


on  Feb  11  Mrs.  White  has  served  as  church  organist  or  pianist  for  over  50  years 
Mr  White  served  as  volunteer  music  director  off  and  on  for  25  years.  Graham  Smith 


(right)  director,  Church  Music  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 


presented  a  special  certificate  of  appreciation  to  the  Whites. 


Nathan  M.  Ziegler,  left,  was  licensed 
to  the  gospel  ministry  by  Puckett  Church, 
Puckett,  on  Sunday,  Feb.  18.  He  is 
available  for  pulpit  supply  and  speaking 
engagements.  Ziegler  can  be  contacted 
at  Rt.  1,  Box  93  A,  Mendenhall,  MS  39114 
or  by  phone  at  825-6027.  Alvin  C.  Doyle, 
pastor,  is  also  pictured. 

William  Carey  College  professor 
Hugh  Barlow  did  an  exhibition-lecture 
of  his  recent  paintings  and  drawings 
at  Purdue  University,  West  Lafayet^ 
Ind.  He,  along  with  one  other  person 
from  the  U.S.A.,  was  selected  for  ex¬ 
hibition  (rf  his  work  at  the  “Young 
American  Artists  Elxhibition”  during 
the  current  academic  ye^  in  Munidi, 
Germany.  He  also  exhibited  in  a  two- 
man  shew  in  Denmark  scheduled  to 
tour  seven  countries. 


.Mississippi  alumni  of  Southern 
Seminary,  have  elected  Stephen  A. 
Odom  of  Hattiesburg  as  president  of 
the  state  alumni  association.  Odom, 
who  is  pastor  of  University  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  will  serve  as  a  member 
of  the  seminary’s  Alumni  Advisory 
Council. 

An  ordination  service  was  held  at 
Bethlehem  Church  in  Yazoo  County, 
March  4.  The  deacon  candidates  were 
Thomas  King  and  Herbert  Jones. 
John  Schoolar  is  pastor. 


Lizana  Church,  Gulf  Coast  Associa¬ 
tion,  ordained  Robert  0.  “Red”  Bowen 
to  the  gospel  ministry  on  Oct.  8.  Left 
to  ri^t,  are  Bobby  G.  Perry,  director 
of  missions, Hjulf  Coast  Association, 
who  brought  the  message;  Bowen;  and 
Gerald  H.  Walker,  pastor  of  Liuna 
Church.  Robert  “Red”  Bowen  was  or¬ 
dained  at  the  request  of  Friendship 
Church,  Biloxi. 


Staff  changes 


AUDIO  SERVICES  . 
BmI  anndi  -  Pwwy.  jeL..« 

nw  oOVfw  OyiHNI  CvWODVl  ^ 

FoSmmis  Swyfcs  aiS  TfiMns 
SpacU  Chsrch  OlMOMtB  wd  Hnmdng 


Calvary  Church  in  Lebanon 
Association,  has  calle<tBill  Evans  as 
associate  pastor  and  minister  of 
music,  effective  Feb.  14.  A  native  of 
Petal,  he  received  his  education  at 
Clarke  College,  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege,  and  Southern  Baptist  Center  of 
Biblical  Studies. 


Call  Tod  Fim 

Jackson  844-1200  •  BikKi  844-8647  •  Laurel  844-7262 
Mendan  844-2286  •  lipsto  844-7484  •  Picayune  844-4131 
Hattiesburg  844-2263 


Gary  and  Jeaneen  Canfield 
Gary  D.  Canfield  has  been  called  as 
minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Elast 
End  Church,  (Columbus.  His  wife,  Jea¬ 
neen,  is  serving  as  church  pianist. 
Canfield  graduated  from  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  December. 
David  O.  Briscoe  has  been  called  as 

f  pastor  to  Pelahat- 
chie  Church, 
Rankin  Associa¬ 
tion,  effective  Feb. 
21.  His  previous 
place  of  service 
was  New  Palestine 
Church,  Picayune. 
He  received  his 
education  at  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  College 
Briscoe  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Donald  Riley  has  recently  accepted 
the  pastorate  at  Lebanon  Church.  Cov¬ 
ington  Association.  His  last  pastoral 
duties  were  at  Horseshoe  Church  in 
Holmes  County. 

Grammer  retires 
from  pastorate 

Kermit  C.  Grammer  of  Fayette  is 
retiring  from  full-time  pastoral  work, 
on  advice  of  his  doctors,  follow  ing  a 
heart  attack  and  open  heart  surgery. 

Grammer  has  been  a  bivocational 
pastor  for  24  years  in  the  Adams- 
Union  Association.  For  years  he 
was  pastor  of  Unity  Church  in  Union 
Association.  Twice  he  has  served  as 
moderator  in  Union  Association. 
Other  pastorates  have  included 
Fellowship,  Breil  Avenue,  Red  Lick, 
and  Grand  Gulf  Mission. 

Grammer  said  that  he  wall  still  be 
available  for  supply  or  interim  work 
and  may  be  reached  at  Rt.  1,  Box  122, 
Fayette,  MS  39069  (phone 
601-786-3355). 


COME  GO  WITH  US! 


Europe/Holy  Land 

Oberammergau 

Maurice  Clayton 
and 

members  of 
-  Hillcrest 
Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  MS 
(601)  372-0132 

Includes: 

_  Switzerland,  Austria,  Germany, 

Belgium,  Rhine  cruise.  Holy  Land 

It’s  fun  to  go  with  people  you  know! 


14  Days 

$2699  from  Atlanta 


Tom  Lanimore 
8  previous  tours 
(601)  956-1891  home 
(601)  372-0132  work 


Revival  dates 


Dorsey,  Mantachie  (Itawamba): 
Mar.  11-15;  7  p.m.;  Rick  Spencer, 
director  of  missions,  Itawamba 
Association,  evangelist;  Jerry  Estes, 
pastor. 

Noxapater  (Winston):  Mar.  18-21; 
services,  Sunday,  regular  time;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m. ;  Gwrge  Jackson,  Egypt 
Road,  Memphis,  evangelist;  Doug 
Hubbard,  Noxapater  (Winston) 
music;  Wayne  Sanders,  pastor. 

Antioch,  Golden  (Itawamba):  Mar. 
11-14;  7  pm.;  (Diaries  'Thom,  North 
Russellville  Church,  Russellville, 
Ala.,  evangelist;  Grady  Oliver,  pastor. 

Woodland,  Pontotoc:  Mar.  18-21;  7 
p.m.;  Ray  Burks,  Oak  Hill  Church, 
Booneville,  evangelist;  Angie  Camp, 
Woodland  (Diurch,  Tupelo,  music; 
Randy  W.  Kolb,  pastor. 


ARE  $49.3  MILLION 

SOME  ARE  INSURED. 


In  1987  during  evening  worship  services,  a  fire  erupted  in  the 
First  Baptist  Church  Jefferson  City,  Missouri.  Damages  totaled 
$5  million.  First  Baptist  had  enough  property  and  casualty 
insurance  to  pay  for  their  losses.  Does  your  church? 

Pastor,  watch  for  an  Annuity  Board  Property  and  Casualty 
brochure  with  an  offer  exclusively  for  Southern  Baptist 
churches.  Please  complete  the  information  card  and  return  it. 
We  pay  the  postage. 

For  questions  call  toll  free  1  Ml  TIT  1111, 

-  ,  Annuity  Board  of  the 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 
«  AhMiik  Property  and  Casualty 
M  P.O. Box 2190 

^  Dallas,  Texas  75221-2190 

•4.  IKK  dmreh.,  .  *.  l9Uf? 


Homecomings 


Wildwood,  Tupelo:  March  18;  11 
a.m.;  R.  J.  Wilemon,  Tupelo,  guest 
speaker;  “Heaven  Bound”  from 
Kinston,  N.C.,  guest  singers;  covered 
dish  in  fellowship  hall  at  noon;  1:30 
p.m.  singing;  no  night  services;  Don 
Sparks,  pastor. 


Nathan  Barber  Jr.,  of  Bay  St.  Louis 
and  a  student  at  William  ^rey  Col¬ 
lege,  has  been  awarded  the  United 
Parcel  Service  presidential  scholar¬ 
ship.  Barber,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nathan  Barber  Sr.  is  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis.  At  Carey 
College,  he  is  a  freshman  pre¬ 
law/humanities  major  and  an  active 


I  CillTolFfMl-tM-... 

M«ridline*«286»Uut»l  844-7288  " 

Jwlaon  844-1200  •  HaUMburg  844-22^  f 
ncqrun*  8444131  •  Blod  8448647  •  laMlo  844-MMj 


member  of  the  BSU  and  the  Crusader 
yearbook  staff. 

Barber  is  a  1969  honor  graduate  of 
Bay  St.  Louis  High  School  and  while 
in  school  he  was  captain  of  the  Quiz 
Bowl  Team. 

James  Shivers,  associate  professor 
of  Economics  and  Business  Ad¬ 
ministration  at  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege,  recently  presented  three  mini- 
Hebron  Cttuieh  In  \hzoo  heeo elation  horwred  its  senior  lectwes  and  saved  as  economic  con- 
deacons,  Feb.  4.  Plaques  of  appreciation  were  presented  to  sultant  of  Free  Enterixise  Games 
the  men  and  corsages  were  given  to  their  wives.  Those  which  was  held  at  the  Coca-Cola 
hoiK>red  were  C.  D.  Hilderbrand  Sr.,  in  whose  behalf  a  •complex. 

memorial  plaque  was  presented  to  his  wife,  Ada  Mae  Milder-  Tte  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
brand;  Ba^l  Hilderbra^,  83^  his  wife,  Ruth;  Manley  High,  81,  Mississippi  Economics  Council  and 
his  wife,  Bera;  and  W.  Oi  Hilderbfand  Sr.,  a  member  of  Hebron  Chevron,  U.S.A.  Approximately  225 
Church  for  more  than  70  years.  Their  favorite  hynrma  were  sung  stu^nts  from  30  area  hi^  schools 
and  a  covered  dish  supper  was  served  afterwards.  Bill  Hutto  were  represented, 
is  pastor. 


BSU  at  Clartaa  CoHaga  sponsored  a  Valentine  banquet  for  students,  faculty,  staff, 
and  guests.  Following  the  banquet,  Stacy  Andrews,  pictured  at  right,  contemporary 
Christian  singer  and  member  of  the  Mississippi  College  group.  The  Naturals,  preeented 
a  concert. 

Pictured  at  table  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Costilow  and  students,  Connie  Marshall, 
Tammy  Bounds,  and  Chris'Adcock. 


aaooM^  BAPTISTRIES 

HEATER&  PUMPS 

RkCTORY  DIRECT 
^vj/iou.  FREE  1-MO-Z51-M79 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  41S-S7S-M79 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTIS1VY  CO 
SSI  1  HIl(SONnKE>CIMnaNOOGA.TN 37418 


Ms  Blue  Fforence  Ultauer 

Aime  Graham  Lotz  Marge  Caldwel 
Carolyn  Weatherford  Grumpier 
To  regiatcr  write:  (Cost  Is  $35) 
Continuing  Education,  NOBTS 
3939  GentlOy  Bhrd. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70126 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 

Van  Winkle  stain^  glass,  carpel, 

steeples,  lighting. 

Church  lolding  doors, 

_  .  L .  _  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

rmmodml  A  pafnt 


Pictured  Is  Ron  Qilstrap,  pastor.  Calvary  Church,  Newton,  as  he  visits  and  counsels 
ministerial  students  on  the  Clarke  College  campus.  _  _ ^ 


Biblical 

Genealogy 

Chart 


First  Church,  Moss  Point,  began  a  week  of  "Focus  on  WMU”  with  a  WMU  parade 
of  history,  Feb.  11.  Members  of  WMU,  dressed  in  fashions  of  each  decade,  gave  a 
brief  statement  of  history  for  the  decade  she  represented. 

Pictured  are  Beth  Willis,  representing  the  years  before  1888;  Carolyn  Holland,  1890s; 
Mary  Jane  James,  1900s;  Joy  Pater,  1910s:  Pam  Perkins,  1920s;  Jan  DeLashmet, 
1930s;  Rene’  Renfroe,  1940s;  Marty  Perkins,  1950s;  Carolyn  Young,  1960s;  Wendy 
Hardin,  1970s;  Becky  Waltman,  1980s;  and  June  Fairley,  WMU  director,  Adrian  Pater 
is  pastor. 


From  Adam  to  Christ 
traces  the  lineage 
of  over  700 
Biblical  persons! 

Never  before  have  the  people  of 
the  BiWe  come  so  alive.  This 
remarkable  wall  chart  depias  a 
thoroughly  accurate,  authoritative 
tracing  of  over  700  BibUcal 
characters  in  a  large.  40"x26". 
easy-to-scan  format.  Here,  you 
can  fully  explore  mankind's 
sacred  family  tree'  in  away  that 
answers  questions,  reduces 
confusion,  and  makes  Bible  study 
more  personal 
Exhaustively  researched  and 
fully  authenticated,  this  colorful 
chart  is  w  indispensable 
reference  guide  for  anyone  who 
teaches,  studies,  or  simply  reads 
and  enjoys  the  Bible  and  who 
desires  a  clearer  understanding 
of  the  relationships  among  its 
many  fascinating  people.  And  the 
Chart  s  alphabetical  entry  index 
and  num^red  grid  system  make 
it  simple  and  easy  to  use. 

To  order,  send  check  or  money 
order  for  $1295  (GA  residents 
add  6%  sales  tax)  to: 

BlMlcal  Genealogy  Chart 

Box  796.  Dept  ) 

St.  Simons  Island.  GA  31522 
(Please  rtlow  4-6  weeks  fbr  delivery  .1 


Perfect  Heart  ia  a  group  ot  Chrletian  women  organized  for  the  presentation  of 
contemporary  and  southern  gospel  music.  They  are  members  of  Macedonia  Church, 
Petal,  and  are  available  for  special  services,  homecomings,  and  revivals.  For  more 
information,  contact  Robert  Bolling,  583-9706,  or  Nancy  Hullum,  544-4027.  Pictured, 
I.  -  r,  are  Nancy  Hullum,  Jean  Young,  Jackie  Rainey,  Jenise  Jenkins.  Jan  Graham, 
and  Andrea  Hullum. 


RepieaentatlvM  from  WTZH,  channel  24,  Meridian,  and  the  Meridian  Star  visited  dogs  and  beans  will  served. 

Clarke  College  campus,  Feb.  8.  The  day's  activities  included  interviews  with  several  snack  breaks  of  homemade 

team  members  and  Coach  Steve  Renfrew.  A  short  TV  spot  was  prepared  to  be  aired  cookies. 

at  a  later  time.  Fw  more  information  call  Mrs.  Carl 

The  Panthers  will  come  off  a  23-23  season  in  1989,  which  set  a  school  record  for  (q^rri  Jo)  Booker,  423-2069,  youth 
wins.  Clarke  is  a  member  of  the  Region  23  Independent  Conference  and  will  host  director;  Mrs.  Dan  (Shirley)  Whited, 
the  conference  tournament  in  1990.  at  Mississippi  College.  423-6347 ;’or  Mike  Duff,  pastor,  423-3217 


SEE  the  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
and  stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm 
Resort  (for  groups  of  12  to  160) 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  |9 
tickets,  grilled  burger  cookout, 
and  breakfast  —  all  for  |24  each! 
Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Mar.  11  Home  Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School  (SS  Emphasis) 

Mar.  13  Senior  Adult  Leadership  and  Enrichment  Day;  FBC, 

Lucedale/FBC,  Hazlehursl/Teniple  BC,  Hattiesburg;  9|30  First,  Richland  (Rankin):  Feb. 
a.m.-2:30  p.m.  (DT)  18-21;  Leonard  Sanderson,  Pineville, 

Mar.  16-17  State  Keyboard  Seminar;  FBC,  Jackson;  Noon.  16th-Noon,  17th  La.,  preaching;  Jim  Lott,  Pearl, 
(CM)  '  music!  eight  professions  of  faith;  five 

Mar.  16-17  •  Gulfshore  South  Sunday  School  (Conference;  Gulfshore  Assembly;  rededications;  and  five  by  letter; 
I  .  5  pni.,  I6th-2;30p.m!  I7th  (.SS}.  '  '  AHen  H.  Stephens,  pastor. 


Revival  results 


DISPOSABLE  BAPTISMAL 
GOWNS  —  White,  12  per  case,  3 
'lies.  Contact:  Ultratek  In¬ 
dustries,  Box  2407,  Columbus,  MS 
39704;  Inside  MS  1-327-1880;  Out¬ 
side  MS  1-800-521-8528. 


Evangelism  Report 


peak  Awards  banquet  for  broadcasters 
will  feature  Mike  Huckabee 


The  fourth  annual  fellowship  dinner 
for  Mississippi  Chapter  of  Baptist 
Nureing  Fellowship  will  be  held  Mon- 
•  day,  March  26,  at 

,  ^ P 

^  plegate  Building  at 

;  f’irst  Church, 
^  ^  ^  Starkville.  To 

^  ^  order  tickets,  S-1.50 

per  person,  con- 
tact  the  WMU  of- 
fice.  Box  530, 
^ Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Hflr  Deadline  fur  reser- 

\I\eis  vations/is  March 

23. 

U'wis  Myers,  director,  Cooperative 
Services  International,  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  will  be  the  main  speaker. 
Marjorie  McCullough,  president, 
WMU,  SBC,  will  be  a  special  guest  at 
the  dinner. 

There  will  be'  a  reserved  section  in 
the  auditorium  for  those  at  the  dinner 
who  remain  for  the  7  p.m.  session  of 
the  W.MU  annual  meeting. 


Mike  Huckabee  wifl  be  the  keynote  received  the  “Eagle  Award”  from  the  Arkansas,”  of  which  he  has  served  as 
speaker  for  the  Mississippi  Baptists  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in  1988,  president  since  1985.  He  also  hosted  a 
inBroadcastingAwar^  Banquet  to  be  for  recognition  of  increased  enroll-  radio  program  and  wrote  a  weekly 
held  on  April  27,  at  ment  and  attendance  in  Sunday  newspaper  column,  both  called 
7  p.m.,  at  Calvary  School.  Since  1986,  average  S.S.  atten-  “Positive  Alternatives.” 

Church,  Jackson,  dance  has  increased  from  520  to  more  The  Mississippi  Baptists  in  Broad- 
!■  As  pastor  of  than  750.  The  church  leads  the  casting  meeting  has  been  expanded 

^  Beech  Street  First  association  in  Cooperative  Program  this  year  to  a  weekend  format  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  giving  with  19'  2  percent  of  the  budget  awards  banquet  and  video  festival  on 
Texarkana,  Ark.,  "going  to  the  Cooperative  Program.  Friday  evening.  The  Mississippi  ACTS 
SB  "  mm  he  helped  launch  Affiliates  meeting  is  scheduled  Satur- 

TV-36,  a  24-hour-a-  Huckabee  has  received  two  national  day,  April  28  from  8:00  a.m.-2: 30  p.m. 
day  ACTS  channel  ACTS  awards.  One  was  for  producing  This  annual  meeting  for  church 
BH  ^  ^[HHI  operated  by  the  and  hosting  a  television  talk  show,  people  involved  in  radio  and  television 
church.  “Positive  Alternatives,”  and  the  other  seeks  to  fulfill  the  purpose  of 

The  church  was  for  his  leadership  of  “ACTS  of  fellowship,  inspiration,  recognition, 

support,  and  training. 

Lwal  churches  who  submit  radio  or 
television  entries  in  various 
categories  will  be  recognized  on  April 
27.  These  categories  for  radio  and 
television  are  Best  Programs  in  Mis¬ 
sions/Evangelism  ;  Church  Musicals, 
Human  Interest,  Community  Ser¬ 
vice/Sports;  Best  Sport;  and  Most 
Creative  Use  of  Radio  and  TV.  The 
deadline  for  the  entries  to  be  in  is 
March  15. 

The  awards  banquet  and  the  Satur¬ 
day  luncheomare  provided  as  a  part 
of  the  $15  per  person  registration  fee. 

Contact  Farrell  Blankenship, 
Department  of  Broadcast  Services, 
P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
for  detailed  information. 


Helping  To  Bring  Mississippi 
And  Tfie  World  to  lesns! 


Huckabee 


Mother/daughter  seminar 
will  be  held  at  MBMC 


Calhoun 


Chickasaw 


A  mother/daughter  seminaT  continued  communication  between 
designed  to  help  daughters  explore  parent  and  child.  The  physical  and 
the  beauty  and  wonder  of  becoming  emotional  changes,  the  virtue  of 
women,  will  be  held  at  Mississippi  chastity  and  healthy  dating  relation- 
Baptist  Medical  Center,  April  1,  from  shqjs  are  among  the  topics  to  be 

2  to  4:30  p.m.  for  13  to  17  year  olds,  and  discussed.  The  speakers  will  be 

May  6,  for  9  to  12  year  olds  at  the  same  MBMC  physicians,  nurses,  and 
time.  natural  family  planning  instructors. 

The  purpose  is  to  provide  an  at-  Call  968-1712  to  register  or  to  receive 
Feb.  9  in  Gulfport.  Oglesbee,  a  native  mosphere  of  love  and  learning  and  to  more  information.  The  cost  is  $8  per 

of  Columbia,  was  former  pastor  of  establish  a  foundation  for  respect  and  family. 

Trinity  Church,  Biloxi,  and  pastor 
emeritus  of  Oakcrest  Church  in  Pen¬ 
sacola,  Fla.  He  retired  in  1983  from 
the  active  pastorate.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  DAV  and  First  Church, 

Biloxi. 

Survivors  include  his  wife.  Pearl; 
two  daughters,  Kaye  Keener  of  Atlan¬ 
ta  and  Carol  Rickman  of  Biloxi ;  two 
sisters;  one  brother;  two  grand¬ 
children;  and  one  great-grandchild. 

Services  were  held  Fteb.  12  in  Biloxi, 
and  graveside  services  were  held  in 
Woodlawn  Cemetery  in  Columbia. 


Franklin 


Greene 


Culfcoast 


Let  the  world’s  largest  builder  of 

CHURCH  ORGANS 

work  for  you 


Jackson 


Jones 


Mississippians  over  the  age  of  60  Mississippi  wiiaiiie  is  to  be  coor- 
are  invited  to  take  part  in  study  pro-  dinated  by  the  staff  of  Bureau  of 
grams  featuring  literature,  the  state’s  Recreation  and  Parks  with  emphasis 
natural  history,  native  American  on  birding  to  be  led  by  Ernest  ’IMr- 
culture,  and  regional  arts,  during  cotte,  internatronally  known 
eight  ELDERHOSTEL  weeks  to  be  ornithologist, 
held  at  five  different  sites  in  the  state  Mississippi  State  University 
during  April-June.  Elderhostelers  will  discover  the  key 

Choose  either  April  1-7  or  June  3-9  themes  expressed  in  Greek 
at  Gulfside  United  Methodist  mythology  and  classic  literature. 
Assembly,  retreat  center  on  the  Gulf  Elderhostelers  will  choose  from 
of  Mexico  at  Wavetand  where  three  program  weeks  scheduled  at 
Southern,  Creole,  and  Cajun  cultures  Seashore  United  Methodist 
influence  the  food,  and  particifiants  Assembly:  April  8-14,  April  29-May  5; 
ABILENE,  Texas  (BP)  —  Hardin-  will  study  the  religion  of  Islam,  the  and  May  6-12.  Courses  will  change 
Simmons  University  has  received  a  culture  of  the  Philippines,  and  ex-  each  week,  but  include  such  subjects 
check  for  almost  $2  million  to  help  perience  the  pleasures  of  language  as  Southern  literature,  the  history  of 
construct  a  building  for  its  business  and  art  forms  in  the  Psalms.  the  Biloxi  schooner  and  its  impact  on 

school.  At  Meridian  Community  College,  the  ^afood  industry,  and  spring  bir- 

Charles  B.  Johnson  of  San  Mateo,  Elderhostelers  will  explore  the  ding  on  the'eoast. 

Calif.,  gave  the  'Texas  Baptist  school  cultural  history  of  country  music  by  Although  ELDERHOSTEL  is 
a  check  for  $1,975,000  to  help  finance  studying  about  Jimmie  Rodgers,  dur-  primarily  a  residential  study  pro¬ 
construction  of  the  Albert  W.  and  ing  the  week  of  May  20-26.  Par-  gram,  up  to  ten  commuters  may  be 
Mary  E.  Johnson  Building  for  the  ticipants  will  also  attend  the  local  accepted  in  each  program  week  on  a 
HSU  School  of  Business.  festival  commemorating  Rodgers.  space-available  basis.  ELDER- 

Charles  Johnson  is  a  son  and  ex-  Both  Meridian  Community  College  HOSTEL  catalogs  may  be  seen  at  a 
ecutor  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Rupert  and  Mississippi  College  will  include  a  local  library ;  or  for  further  informa- 
H.  Johnson,  the  son  of  Albert  and  study  of  the  history  and  culture  of  the  tion,  contact  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carpenter, 
Mary  Johnson.  Rupert  Johnson  pledg-  Choctaw  Indians,  with  a  field  trip  to  Mississippi  Elderhostel  Director,  Box 
ed  $2,250,000  for  the  business  building  the  Choctaw  Reservation.  4185,  Mississippi  College,  Clinton,  MS 

before  his  death.  Mississippi  College  will  host  a  pro-  39058;  or  write  to  ELDERHOSTEL,  80 

HSU  President  Jesse  C.  Fletcher  gram  week  April  1-6  at  Roosevelt  Boylston  Street,  Suite  400,  Boston,  MA 
said  the  contribution  was  the  largest  State  Park,  where  a  field  study  of  ooiis 
check  ever  to  arrive  at  his  office  on 

the  Hardin-Simmons -campus  in-Kj-  T*l*  11  1  l 

*"Sohnso„Bu,idi^^e,pe.tedu,.J'lasterLite  workshop  planned 

be  completed  in  late  summer  and 

ready  for  occupancy  this  fall,  he  A  MasterLife  workshop  will  take  Hickory  Church,  Hickory,  will  be 
added.  place  May  7-11  at  38th  Avenue  Church  leaders  for  the  workshop.  Facilitators 

The  Johnson  contribution  brings  in  Hattiesburg.  include  John  Sharp  of  Sebastopol, 

gifts  and  pledges  for  HSU ’s  $15  million  The  workshop  is  a  five-day  overview  Frank  Rice  of  Brooklyn,  and  John 
Centennial  Campaign  to  $11,985,000.  to  prepare  participants  to  lead  a  Hilbun  of  Soso. 

The  campaign  is  to  continue  through  MasterLife  group  in  the  local  church.  .  . 

1991,  the  school’s  100th  anniversary.  ’The  workshop  al^  helps  in  evaluating  ^  registration  fee  of  $82.50  covers 

_ _  one’s  own  discipleship.  materials  for  the  workshop 

MasterLife  is  a  26-week  course  Pseticipation  in  a  workshop  leads  to 
The  world  is  full  of  people  who  are  designed  to  help  a  church  member  certification  as  a  leader.  Included  are 
willing  to  serve  in  an  advisory  become  a  committed  disciple  of  leadership  materials  for  conducting 
capacity.  Christ.  It  includes  scripture  course  by  a  certified  leader.  Lodg- 

memorization,  daily  Bible  study,  and  meals  are  extra. 

Modesty  —  thae  art  of  encouraging  learning  to  share  one’s  Christian  faith.  'Ib  register,  write  Mose  Dangerfield, 
others  to  find  out  for  themselves  how  Larry  Goff,  pastor  of  Edon  Church,  Discipleship  Training  Department, 
important  you  are  —  (Pivot)  Stringer,  and  Rick  Mitchell,  pastor  of  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


Beautiful  pipe  organ  sound  without 
the  expensive  cost  of  pipes.  From 
the  smallest  to  the  largest  church 
installation. 

Call  1-800-227-5486 

RoMb«nry  Piano  Housa,  Inc. 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


Lawrence 


Lincoln 


Lowndes 


Marsha 1 1 


Monroe 


TOLL  FREE  (800)  366-1716 

^verholt^r 


Neshoba 


hkhmk  MSM  HPM  nmcE 

We  Service: 

Allen  •  Hammond  •  Conn  •  Kimball 
Lowrey  •  Wurlitzer  •  Kawai 

GEORGE  KOERBER 
956-6741 
1-800-898-0320 

1406  Argyle,  Jackson,  MS;  956-6741 


North  Delta 


Northwest 


Noxubee 


Okt ihbeha 


Panola 


Pearl  River 


Does  your  church  need  a 

SOUND  SYSTEM? 

Let  our  professionals  help! 

Call  1-800-227-5486 
Roeeherry  Plano  House 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


Prent iss 


Rankin 


Sunf 1 owe  r 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 

Noattitwnm 

IfUtlMWltKtMWrot  f. 
rnmlimdmltfniKli  ” 

•  .Kraitllln* 


Tallahatchie 


Union  Co 


Walthall 


Webster 


Yalobusha 


Yazoo 
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Virginia  Baptists  meet 
SBC  liaison  committee 


By  Dan  Martin  ^  X 

NASHVIIjLE  (BP)  —  Virginia  Bap-  on  tne  record  and  gave  Baptist  Press  alongside  the  principle  of  mutuality  \t^  ' 

tists  and  members  of  the  Southern  permission  to  quote  freely  from  their  and  interdependence.” 

Baptist  Executive  Committee  haison  part  of  the  discussion.  —  Mutual  consultation.  “An  inten- 

committee  met  for  more  than  four  In  the  discussion,  Jones  read  a  tional  communication  about  plans, 

hours  Feb.  19  before  deciding  another  paper  that  set  forth  the  Virginia  Bap-  programs  and  cooperative  ministries  ~  V  _ 

meeting  is  needed  to  further  discuss  tists’ position,  and  noted:  “We  come  is  related  to  assure  widespread  * 
issues  of  concern.  as  official  representatives  of  the  grassroots  ownership  and  participa- 

The  dialogue  session  stemmed  from  BGAV.  Our  mandate  from  the  BGAV  tion.”  •  *41  •  ♦ 

a  “Memorial  from  the  Messengers  of  was  voted  by  an  overwhelming  ma-  —  Mutual  accountability.  “An  inten-  1-^  O'lCl'T'ilf'lO'ri  "firhrh  ITl  Tfl  O* 

the  1988  Baptist  General  Association  jority  in  the  1988  annual  meeting  ... .  tional  communication  between  part-  Cll/ivF  J.X 

of  Virginia  to  the  M^sengers  of  the  “The  overarching  reason  for  sen-  ners  helps  each  partner  evaluate  its  /»  -■  •  tt 

1989  Southern  Baptist  Convention,”  ding  the  memorial  to  the  SBC  was  to  progress  toward  achieving  mutual  ex-  iXXT*  I  I  refill  I  I 

which  exposed  five  issues  for  SBC  present  formally  and  straightforward-  pectations,  goals  and  objectives.  The  J.  X 

consideration  and  response.  ly  some  concerns  which  are  negative-  purpose  of  mutual  accountability  is  to  ‘  ^ 

During  the  1989  annual  meeting  of  ly  affecting  the  success  of  the  foster  better  performance  by  all  of  the  NASHVILLE  —  Preregistration  is  Opryland  Hotel, 

the  SBC,  the  memorial  was  referred  Cooperative  Program.  partners.”  “booming.”  for  PraiSing  II  since  the  Tuesday  at  the  Opryland  Hotel  wil 

to  the  Executive  Committee,  which  “This  is  what  we  desire,”  he  said.  Jones  told  the  liaison  committee  the  Sunday  School  Board  began  accepting  feature  23  Southern  Baptist  handbel 

established  an  eight-member  liaison  “First,  direct,  mutual  consultations  Virginians  “record  our  intention  to  reservations  Feb.  1.  choirs.  A  mass  handbell  choir  wi 

committee  to  receive  “any  and  all  regarding  a  range  of  issues  that  are  fulfill  our  assignment  from  the  BGAV  In  the  first  two  weeks  of  ring  at  the  Monday  and  Thursda 

such  communications  for  considera-  affecting  our  joint  efforts  ...  in  to  voice  these  concerns  to  all  Southern  preregistration,  more  than  500  per-  livening  celebrations, 

tion  .  .  .  .”  cooperative  ministries,”  and.  second.  Baptists.”  sons  have,  submitted  registration  /  Beginning  Wednesday  at  Tw 

In  its  September  1989  meeting,  the  the  assistance  of  the  SBC  liaison  com-  The  Virginia  Baptists  were  told  the  forms,  and  almost  650  of  the  1,400  '  Rivers  Baptist  Church,  across  fror 
liaison  committee  adopted  a  state-  mittee  to  develop  and*  initiate  ap-  SBC  liaison  committee  intended  to  rooms  reserved  at  Nashville’s  Opryland  Hotel,  vocal  ensembles  an 

ment,  prepared  by  its  chairman,  propriate  recommendations  to  the  enter  into  dialogue  with  those  who.  Opryland  Hotel  have  been  reserved  choirs  will  participate  in  a  maratho 

Julian  Motley,  pastor  of  Gorman  Bap-  SBC  Executive  Committee  and  the  like  Virginia,  had  concerns,  but  it  had  for  the  March  11-14,  1991,  event.  sing-through-the  hymnal  event 

tist  Church  in  Durham,  N.C.,  which  Southern  Baptist  Convention  which  adopted  parameters  which,  while  not  rr...  fn.,r  Hav  u-or^hin  anrf  Evening  celebrations,  beginning  o 

set  out  parameters  of  its  work,  but  did  will  address  these  concerns.”  intended  to  limit  free  discussion,  had  „„  X  Monday,  will  offer  a  variety  in  woi 

not,  during  that  meeting,  meet  with  He  added:  “Important  as  the  cur-'  limited  the  committee  response  to  ship  and  praise, 

the  Vii^inia  representatives.  rent  issues  are,  we  want  to  put  forth  cooperative  ministries  that  relate  to  Contemporary  (^pel  Music  Nigh 

In  the  Febraary  meeting,  the  10  another  significant  dimension  of  our  the  Cooperative  Program.  with  Jerry  Clower,  Bill  Walker,  Jame 

members  of  the  Virginia  denomina-  joint  deliberations.  We  want  to  search  While  the  SBC  committee  apparent-  I  release  oi  ne  napiisi  Woodward,  Karla  Worley,  and  th 

tional  crisis  committee,  plus  two  state  for  solutions  that  wilt  look  to  the  ly  feels  the  funding  of  the  BJC,  a  similar  relehration  in  Nashville  SBC  PraisRingers  wilt  begin ’PraiSin 

denominational  workers,  met  with  the  future Our  committee  believes  theological  education  and  the  II. 

eight-member  liaison  committee  to  that  the  time  is  right  to  examine  and  presidential  appointment  of  state  ^  ^  tjapusi  mnai,  i»/a  Tuesday  Christine  Anderson  Wai 

discuss  the  five  points  of  concern,  as  adjust  some  of  our  approaches  and  representatives  to  the  Committee  on  r*,,  , chairman  nf  the  Prais  ren  Angell,  Cynthia  Clawson,  ^ga 

well  as  the  parameters  established  by  methods  in  order  to  forge  a  new  con-  Committees  was  outside  the  j  „  ‘*7*’ ^ ‘f Courtney,  Buryi  Red  and  The  Cer 

the  liaison  committee  in  September,  sensus  that  will  propel  us  into  a  new  parameters,  Jones  said  Virginians  turymen  wiU  lead  in  Southern  Baptis 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meetmg,  advance  of  cooperative  missions  and  believe  all  of  the  five  issues  have  a  ^  ‘  Musical  Heritage  Night. 

Motley  reported  to  the  Executive  evangelism.”  direct  impact  on  Cooperative  Pro-  i" ^  Concert  music  will  be  feature 

Committee: ‘The  committee  engag-  In  the  paper,  Jones  listed  the  five  gram  giving.  Wednesday,  with  Henrietta  Davh 

ed  in  substantial  dialogue  in  an  open,  issues  of  concern  to  Virginia  Baptists.  However,  when  the  groups  meet  ..  OnrvHo^^  David  Ford,  Hugh  McElrath,  Stephe 

forthright  and  conciliatory  at-  They  are:  .  again,  each  of  the  five  concerns  listed  ^  Nielson,  James  McKinney.  Hug 

mosphere  and  shared  mutual  expres-  -  The  maintenance  of  our  historic  by  the  BGAV  in  its  memorial  will  be  San  ers,  Ovid  Young,  and  th- 

sions  of  appreciation  at  the  close  of  relationship  with  the  Baptist  Joint  addressed.  ^  ®  Soulnem  Baptist  seminary  choirs. 

Uie  mating  for  the  spirit  and  manner  Committee  on  Public  Affairs.  One  big  item  left  unaddressed,  ac-  ^‘“wcudiiuiis.  tv,  h  v,t  iiv,atv, 

in  which  the  discussions  were  held.  —  “The  possibility  of  allowing  some  cording  to  James  Slatton,  pastor  of  He  said  tickets  for  individual  even-  ,  1  ^  ■tvPw"'i^ 

“It  was  the  consensus  of  the  joint  form  of  flexibility  whereby  a  church  River  Road  Baptist  Church  in  Rich-  ing  programs  will  not  be  offered  prior  h-  m  **  i**  n  ir  ti  ^  / 

group  that  further  dialogue  should  be  may,  on  conscience  grounds,  choose  mond,  is  the  issue  of  presenting  the  to  March  11.  Tickets,  if  available,  may  ^ 

scheduled  and  plans  were  initiated  to  to  omit  from  its  (Cooperative  Program  concerns  directly  to  messengers  of  be  obtained  at  the  information  center  ,  /’d 

arrange  another  meeting  ....  The  (the  SBC  unified  giving  plan)  gifts  the  SBC.  in  Opryland  Hotel  or  at  the  Opry  Baptist  singing  groups.  Ever 

liaison  committee,  in  a  subsequent  selected  SBC  budget  items  through  a  “One  of  the  things  this  (liaison)  House  the  week  of  the  event.  registrant  who  attends  th 

meeting,  took  steps  toward  the  carefully  develo(:^  plan.  committee  could  do  would  be  to  Simultaneous  concerts  will  be  of-  ^  "ursday  ^ni^  event  will  receiv 

preparation  of  a  substantive  response  —  “TTie  continuation  of  quality  recommend  that  the  convention  hear  fered  four  times  daily  at  First  Baptist  ^  souvenir  eaition  01  tne  new  nymna 

to  the  issues  raised  ...  .  theological  education  at  our  us  outright,”  he  said,  pointing  out  the  Church  downtown;  First  Baptist  Cost  for  the  week  is  $50,  includin 

‘The  committee  feels  that  signifi-  seminaries.  memorial  was  addressed  from  the  (Church  of  Donelson;  Belmont  Heights  all  concerts  and  celebration  service; 

cant  progress  was  made  in  this  first  —  “The  appointment  of  persons  messengers  of  Virginia  to  the  Baptist  (Church;  Woodmont  Baptist  Nightly  tickets,  if  available,  will  be  $1 

joint  session  with  the  Virginia  com-,  nominated  by  the  BGAV  as  Virginia  messengers  of  the  SBC.  (Church;  the  Tennessee  Ballroom  of  for  Monday,  'Diesday  and  Wednesda;^ 

mittee  and  is  fully  committed  to  con-  members  of  the  SBC  Committee  on  “This  committee  has  listened  to  us.  the  Opryland  Hotel;  and  Van  Ness  Cost  for  Thursday  night’s  celebratio 

tinuing  the  dialogue.”  Committees.  ^  We  will  look  to  see  what  you  choose  to  Auditorium  at  the  Sunday  School  will  be  $2».  Preregistrants  will  receiv 

Neal  Jones,  pastor  of  Columbia  —  "The  development  of  a  new  style  do  as  to  whether  you  heard  us,”  he  Board  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  information  on  hotel  accommodation 

Baptist  (Church  in  Falls  (Church,  Va.,  of  relating  based  on  the  partnership  added.  Thursday.  Additional  noontime  con-  and  directions  along  with  a  registn 

ana  chairman  of  the  Virginia  commit-  principle.”  Jones  likened  the  meeting  to  a  foot-  certs  are  planned  at  McKendree  tion  confirmation,  (^ecks,  payable  t 

tee,  thanked  the  liaison  committee  In  the  paper,  Jones  also  spelled  out  ball  kickoff.  “We  are  waiting  for  the  Methodist  (^urch,  'Trevecca  College,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  shoul 

and  the  Executive  (Committee  “for  six  “principles  which  we  believe  are  other  team  to  respond,”  he  said.  Belmont  College,  Church  Street  Cen-  be  sent  to  P.  O.  Box  24001,  NashvilU 

helping  us  can“  our  concerns  to  the  foundational  to  our  cooperative  rela-  Martin  writes  for  BP.  tre,  and  the  Magnolia  Lobby  at  TN  37203. 

Southern  Baptist  (Convention.”  tionship.”  They  are: 

“Youreceiv^us^ciously  . . .  and  —  Autonomy.  “Baptist  bodies  are 
raised  our  expectations.  We  urge  you  self-governing  under  the  Lordship  of 
to  add  tangible  evidence  to  our  expec-  (Christ.” 

tations,”  Jones  said.  “The  liaison  com-  —  Voluntary  connectionalism. 
mittee  has  our  report  in  hand.  We  “\^ntary  connectionalism  is  God’s 
have  sought  to  be  straightforward,  glue  by  which  we  are  joined  with 

succinct  and  courteous.  Please  con-  others  of  like  faith  and  order  and  like  LOS  ANGELECS  (BP)  —  Southern  gospel  to  every  person  on  earth  by  the 
sider  our  concerns  with  an  eye  to  the  comir -tment  in  missionary  enterprise  Baptists  started  842  congregations  in  year  2000.  The  emphasis  calls  for 
future  as  well  as  faithfulness  to  our  called  the  SBC.  Voluntary  connec-  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  in  50,000  Southern  Baptist  churches  and 
heritage.”  tionalism  should  not  be  confused  with  1988-89,  thrusting  the  total  number  of  missions  by  that  year. 

After  polling  the  members  of  the  presbyterial  polity.  Without  connec-  their  congregations  above  the  1989  'The  842  new  congregations  reported 
two  committees,  the  two  groups  will  tionalism.  Baptists  would  be  strict  in-  goal  set  for  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  by  state  missions  directors  brings  the 
convene  another  dialogue  session  dependents.”  campaign.  Mississippi  Baptists  total  number  of  SBC  congregations  to 

either  May  14-15  in  Nashville,  or  im-  —  Freedom  of  dissent  within  the  started  15.  42,735.  That  is  69  more  than  the  Bold 

mediately  prior  to  the  1990  annual  embrace  of  fellowship.  “A  proper  The  statistics  on  church  starting  for  Mission  Thrust  goal  of  42,666  set  for 
meeting  of  the  SBC,  on  June  9,  in  New  balance  between  freedom  and  the  fiscal  year  that  ended  Sept.  30,  1988-89. 

Orleans.  cooperation  is  necessary  for  the  con-  1989,  were  released  during  a  national  However,  the  842  starts  are  111  fewer 

Although  the  members  of  the  linuation  of  Baptlsf  life.  If  uniformi-  church  extension  leadership  training  than  the  953_new  churches  or  missions 
liaison  committee  considered  the  ty  replaces  liberty  as  the  basis  of  conference  sponsored  by  the  Southern  reported  started  the  previous  year, 
dialogue  session  to  be  conducted  cooperation,  our  identity  as  Baptists  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board.  Figures  Texas  Baptists  led  the  denomina^ 
under  the  background  rules  of  the  Ex-  will  be  jeopardized.”  were  compiled  by  the  board’s  exten-  tion  in  number  of  church  starts,  with 

ecutive  Committee,  which  prevent  -r.  Representative  participation,  sion  section  using  reports  from  state  169. 

quotation  or  direct  attribution,  “Mutuality  exists  between  and  among  directors  of  missions.  While  the  older  state  conventions 

members  of  the  Virginia  delegation  Baptist  bodies.  The  principle  of  Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  the  showed  the  largest  number  of  new 
wanted  their  remarks  to  be  open  and  autonomy  must  be  balanced  denomination’s  effort  to  present  the  congregations,  ybunger  state  conven- 
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Crossgates  singles  make  plans  HMB,  SSB  anriounce  joint  effort 

for  singles  emphasis  weekend 


“Singles,  Light  Your  World”  will  be 
the  theme  of  the  singles  emphasis 
weekend  to  be  held  March  23-25  at 
Crossgates  Church,  Brandon. 

Singles  at  Crossgates  are  inviting 
all  singles  to  attend  the  special 
weekend,  which  will  begin  on  ftiday 
night  with  a  7  pm.  concert  by  Jeoffrey 
Benward  and  end  on  Sunday  night 
with  the  worship  service  and  an  after¬ 
church  fellowship. 

The  cost  of  $10  per  person  will  in¬ 
clude  an  8  a.m.  continental  breakfast 
and  a  5:30  pm.  supper  on  Saturday  at 
the  church.  Registration  deadline  is 
March  18. 

Program  personnel  for  the  Satur¬ 
day  conferences  will  include  Bob 


Buckner,  minister  of  education  at 
Crossgates;  Dennis  Herrington, 
singles  teacher,  Morrison  Heights 
Church,  Clinton;  David  McKay, 
deacon  at  Crossgates;  Ron  Seal, 
singles  teacher  at  Crossgates;  and 
Karen  Rowell,  member  of  the  singles 
council,  Crossgates. 

Conference  topics  will  be  “Growing 
Through  Life’s  Emotional 
Challenges,”  “Lifestyle  Evangelism,” 
Perseverance  in  Your  Walk  with  God,” 
“Building  Lives  Through  a  Winning 
Attitude,”  and  “Angels:  Are  They 
Real?” 

For  further  information,  call  the 
church  office  at  825-2562  or  Deborah 
Hodgins  at  825-3137. 


A  new  frontier 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
the  community  can  be  surveyed  to 
determine  needs.  In  the  mission  coun¬ 
cil,  those  needs  can  be  addressed 
through  a  Black  (Thurch  Extension 
Director  and  a  team  especially  chosen 
to  strat^ize  meeting  those  needs.  A 
Southern  Baptist  Black  seminary  stu¬ 
dent  could  be  the  point  man  in  this 
spiritual  army.  That  student  could  be 
an  arorentice  of  an  association  or  a 
church  to  begin  a  ministry  iii  the 
Black  community.  The  student  could 
learn  from  South^  Baptists  and  put 
his  learning  to  work  through 
Backyard  Bible  (Jlubst'^treach  Bi¬ 
ble  Studies,  and  maintain  preaHiing 
and  minis^y  places  In  ther'new  ‘ 
frontier. 

We  have  the  resources!  We  have  the 
mission  structures!  We  have  the  man¬ 
date  from  Jesus  (Christ  to  go  to  all  na¬ 
tions!  The  question  that  now  faces  us 
is,  do  we  have  the  commitment?  Do 
we  have  the  courage?  Do  we  have 
heart  and  head  to  face  the  new  fron¬ 
tier?  I  believe  God  is  speaking  to  us 
through  the  pain  of  the  Black  com¬ 
munity,  the  pain  of  poverty  and 
hopelessness,  the  pain  of  young  Black 


children  having  children  —  babies 
havii^  babies,  the  pain  of  children  not 
knowing  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  who  is  the 
Savior  of  children,  a  Father  for  the 
fatherless. 

If  not  your  church  or  association 
through  your  leadership? 

Who  will  go! 

The  Laity  can  go! 

If  not  in  your  community? 

If  not  now?  When? 

Urgently  the  clock  is  ticking.  C;an 
you  hear  the  pain? 

Can  you  see  the  pain? 

Who  will  answer? 

Richard  Brogan  is  a  consultant  in 
the  Cooperative  Missions  Depart- 
wett  -Miaatisippi  Baptist  CoavenUon 
Board. 


Mark  10:43:  “. . .  but  whosoever  will 
be  9reat  among  you,  shall  be  your 
minister.”  Jesus  stated  in  his 
teachings,  that  we  should  humble 
ourselves  and  serve  others.  Pray  that 
we  will  try  to  live  up  to  this  great 
teaching.  —  Lena  Scott  Price,  Jackson 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Plans  to  develop 
a  comprehensive,  coordinated  ap¬ 
proach  to  church  growth  that  includes 
Sunday  School,  evangelism,  ministry, 
church  extension,  music,  and 
discipleship  training  were  announced 
by  tlw  presidents  (rf  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Home  Mission  Board  and  Sunday 
School  Board. 

Lloyd  Elder  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board  and  Larry  Lewis  of  tte  Home 
Mission  Board  described  the 
cooperative  new  effort  in  a  press 
briefing  at  the  close  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Press  Association  in 
February. 

Lewis  pointed  to  research  done  by 
the  Sun^y  School  Board  that  in¬ 
dicates  two-thirds  of  Southern  Baptist 
churches  are  either  declining  or  luve 
plateaued  and  are  not  growing  at  a 
rate  exceeding  10  percent  over  a  five- 
year  period. 

“Our  goals  at  the  Home  Mission 
Board  are  clear,”  Lewis  said.  “Work¬ 
ing  with  the  Sunday  School  Board,  we 
want  to  help  our  churches  grow  and 
reverse  this  trend.  By  the  year  2000, 
our  goal  is  to  see  the  statistics  reverse 
and  to  see  75  percent  of  the  churches 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
growing,  not  just  33  percent. 

Elder  said  church  growth  must 
become  a  top  priority  in  the  last 
decade  of  the  SBC’s  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  evangelism/missions  cam¬ 
paign.  “We  believe  this  joint  agree¬ 
ment  will  enable  us  to  speak  with  one 
voice  on  the  priority  of  church  growth 
and,  in  the  process,  better  meet  the 
nee^  of  churches,”  he  said.  -- 

Lewis  said  the  key  to  the 
cooperative  relationship  tetween  the 
two  agencies  is  “serving  the  churches 
more  effectively.”  He  added  that  some 
churches  are  crying  for  help,  and  they 
don’t  know  where  to  turn. 

Both  Elder  and  Lewis  said  that 
every  person  involved  in  the  process 
for  both  agencies  had  sought  to  lay 
aside  concerns  about  “tuiT  protec¬ 
tion”  and  work  together  to  better 
serve  the  churches. 

In  his  presentation.  Elder  announc¬ 
ed  plans  by  .the  Sunday  School  Board 
to  begin  a  new  qilarterly  magazine 


By  Linda  Lawson  and  Jim  Newton 

called  Growing  Churches  starting  in 
October. 

Edited  by  Gary  Hardin,  the  new 
64-page  magazine  will  include  church- 
growth  ideas,  stories  about  growing 
churches,  interviews  with  church- 
growth  leaders  pnd  inspiring 
testimonies.  Elder  said. 

Lewis  announced  plans  for  a  Na¬ 
tional  Church  Growth  (inference  to 
be  held  Dec.  3-5  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  The 
conference  will  feature  addresses  by 
some  of  the  fastest-growing  churches 
in  the  convention,  offering  practical 
suggestions  on  how  other  churches 
can  grow  effectively,  Lewis  said. 

Both  Lewis  and  Elder  told  the 
editors  their  agencies  had  each 
establish^  church  growth  councils 
comprised  of  staff  members  to  coor¬ 
dinate  what  units  within  the  two 
boards  are  doing  regarding  church 
growth. 

In  addition,  a  nine-member  coor¬ 
dinating  team  from  the  two  agencies 
develop^  a  definition  of  church 
growth  and  common  characteristics 
of  growing  churches.  They  also 
devel(^>ed  strategies  whidi  the  two 
agencies  will  respond  to  church 
growth  needs  within  the 
denomination. 

Elder  said  the  two  agencies  address 
church  growth  throu^  joint  projects 
such  as  church  starts,  new  Sunday 
Schools,  witness  training,  bus 
outreach  and  evangelism,  chu^  and 
associational  planning.  Scripture 
distribution,  and  others. 

“In  addition,  the  Home  Mission 
Board  and  the  Sunday  School  Board 
are  independentlv  involved  in  helping 
churchy  in  other  dimensions  of 
cfiu^  grcwth  through  our  respective 
convention-assigned  programs,”  said 
Elder.  “In  these  areas,  it  is  important 
that  each  agency  base  its  materials 
and  programs  off  the  same 
understanding  of  church  growth.” 

The  definition  developed  the 
inter-agency  team  states: 

“diurch  growth  is  God  at  work 
through  his.  redeemed  people  in  ad¬ 
ding  to  a  church  those  who  are  saved 
by  grace  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  helping  inactive  believers  come 


to  renewed  commitment.  It  is  new 
believers  added  to  existing  churches 
or  gathered  into  new  churches  and 
equipped  to  become  responsible 
church  members  who  minister  and 
witness  as  personal  soul-winners  to 
others.  It  is  strengthening  the  chur¬ 
ches  in  fellowship,  organization,  and 
in  world  missions  commitment.” 

Elder  pointed  out  the  definition 
calls  for  growing  churches  to  put  top 
priority  on  evangelism,  leading  peo¬ 
ple  to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  It  also  in¬ 
cludes  reclaiming  inactive  church 
members  and  leading  Christians  to 
become  disciples  who  minister  and 
witness. 

Elder  also  announced  plans  to 
release  a  planning  manual  for  chur¬ 
ches,  titl^  “The  Southern  Baptist 
(Church  Growth  Plan,”  in  June  1991. 

Lewis  identified  10  common 
characteristics  of  gromng  churches, 
pointing  out  that  the  list  was  not  all- 
inclusive  but  includes  general, 
descriptive  traits  of  a  growing  church. 
The  10  characteristics  are: 

—  Priority  commitment  of 
believers  to  winning  non-Christians  to 
faith  in  Christ. 

—  PastfNr,  staff,  and  laity  commit  to, 
and  plan  for,  church  gro^. 

—  Places  an  intentional  emi^asis 
on  a  prayer  ministry. 

—  Use  of  the  Sunday  School  as  the 
primary  outreach  arid  assimilation 
organization  of  the  church. 

—  Worship  that  is  joyful, 
celebrative,  expectant,  with  a  spirit  of 
revival. 

—  Centrality  of  the  Bible  in 
preaching  and  study. 

—  Equips  believers  for  spiritual 
growth,  personal  evangelism,  and 
ministry. 

■  —  Provides  an  effective  plan  to  nur¬ 
ture  and  assimilate  new  members. 

—  A  fellowship  that  expresses  ac¬ 
ceptance,  concern,  and  love  for  all. 

—  A  Christian  concern  that 
understands  and  responds  to  the 
needs  of  its  community  and  the  world. 

Linda  Lawson  is  on  the  staff  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board  and  Jim 
Newton,  the  Home  Mission  Board. 


AB  honors  Morgan,  picks  Powell  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

O  ^  JT  (Continued  from  page  5) 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist 
Annuity  Board  trustees  honored  their 
retiring  president,  elected  his  suc¬ 
cessor  and  changed  the  board’s 
abortion-insurance  plan  during  their 
February  meeting. 

Triistees,  employees  and  friends 
donated  nearly  to  establish  the 
Darold  and  Elizabeth  Morgan  Fund 
as  a  part  of  the  board’s  Adopt  an  An¬ 
nuitant  program. 

The  fund,  which  honors  the  board’s 
outgoing  president  and  his  wife,  will 
perpetually  provide  an  extra  $50  per 
month  for  life  for  three  retired 
ministers  or  ministers’  widows  with 
inadequate  retirement  incomes. 

Moi^h  established  the  board’s  en¬ 
dowment  department  in  1978  and 
founded  the  Adopt  an  Annuitant  Fund 
in  1984.  More  than  600  annuitants  are 
receiving  financial  assistance  from 
the  program. 

Tnistete  elected  Paul  W.  Powell  as 
president'  and  chief  executive  officer 
to  succeed  Morgan.  They  unanimous¬ 
ly  chose  Powell  as  president-elect  last 
October.  He  was  pastor  of  Green 
Acres  Baptist  Church  in  'tyler,  'Hsas, 
for.  17  years.  He  will  be  installed  as 
president  March  IS  in  Dallas. 

Powell  pledged  continuity  with  the 
past'  administration  and  said  the 


board  will  “embrace  flexibility  to 
change  with  changii^  times.” 

‘There  are  some  thii^  that  change 
does  not  change,”  he  said.  “The 
member  will  come  first.” 

Quoting  David  Livingston,  Powell 
added,  “We  will  go  anywhere  so  as 
long  as  it  is  forward.” 

'rbe  boards  insurance  committee 
approved  benefit  changes  in  the  in¬ 
surance  {rians.  One  cfaai^  eliminates 
benefits  for  an  elective  termination  of 
pregnancy  unless  the  mother’s  life  is 
in  danger. 

The  previous  policy  would  have  con¬ 
sidered  benefits  for  an  elective  abor¬ 
tion  when  the  pregnancy  was  caused 
by  rape  or  incest. 

Morgan  said  the  jxilicy  change  was 
more  symbolic  than  real,  noting,  “Our 
participants  simply  don’t  file  claims 
for  elective  terminations.” 

Insurance  commute  Chairman 
Bob  R.  Howard  of  Ind^jehdenoe,  Mo.,' 
reported  stability  in  the  group 
medical  plan  but  noted  that  the 
church  medical  plan  continues  to  suf¬ 
fer  losses  despite  an .  increase  <d 
premiums  Jan.  1. 

“Church  medical  claims  paid  ex¬ 
ceeded  premiums  collected  by 
$700,000  in  the  first  month.  We  hope 
this  is  a  first-month  abnormality’/ 


Howard  said. 

'The  relief  committee  af^roved  19 
grants  for  supplemental  financial 
assistance  and  .31  new  Adopt  an  An¬ 
nuitant  recipients. 

Harold  R.  Richardson,  treasurer 
and  executive  vice  president,  reported 
another  record  financial  year.  Iblal 
assets  were  $2.7  billion,  up  $400  million 
over  1988. 

Retirement  and  relief  benefits  paid 
totaled  $83.8  million,  a  gain  of  $12 
million  over  1968. 

C^ontributions  to  retirement  funds 
were  up  $15  million  in  1989  to  $170.4 
million. 

Investment  income  increased  $128 
million.  ’The  total  was  $356  million  for 
1969.  Members  in  the  retirement  plan 
Fixed  Fund  earned  9  percent  instead 
of  the  projected  8.75  percent.  The 
Balanc^  FSind  returned  17.6  percent. 
The  Short-term  Fund  earned  8.6  per¬ 
cent,  while  (he  Variable  Fund  return¬ 
ed  23  percent. 

The  trustees  re-elected  B  J.  Martin 
of  Pasadena,  llexas,  as  chaiiman  and 
elected  B.  Elarl  Patrick  of  Waco, 
Tbxas,  as  vice  chairman. 

John  R.  Jones  was  promoted  from 
vice  president  of  investments  to 
senior  vice  president  of  the  invest¬ 
ment  division.  i\  >  •  tUl'IIIK  IVjijlti 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

2:50  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  Report  —  James  M.  Dunn, 
executive  director,  Washington 

3:00  Public  Affairs  Committee  Report  —  Albert  Lee  Smith,  chairman,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala. 

3:10  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  Report  —  Dellanna  W.  O’Brien,  executive 
director,  Birmingham 

3:20  Report  on  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Canada  Planning  Group  — 
Larry  L.  Lewis 

3:30  Benediction  —  Steve  Hensley,  pastor.  Cross  Road  Baptist  Church, 
Asheboro,  N.C. 

Adjournment 

Theme  ^ng:  “It’s  Harvest  Time” 

(Convention  Officers: 

President  C  Jerry  Vines,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
First  Vice  President  —  Junior  HiU,  evangelist,  Hartselle,  Ala. 

Second  Vice  President  —  Ernest  B.  Myers,  executive  director-treasurer, 
Nevada  Baptist  Convention,  Reno 

Recording  Secretary  —  Martin  B.  Bradley,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board, 
Nashville 

Registration  Secretary  —  Lee  Porter,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board, 
Nashville 

IVeasurer-  —  Harold  C.  Bennett,  president,  SBC  Executive  (Committee, 
Nashville 

■  Committee  on  Order  of  Business : ’  .  » 

•  C.  Jerry  Vines  —  president,  Soutltern  Baptist  (Convention,  Jackswville,  Fla 
Dwight  Reighard,  (Chairman  -^  pastor,  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Fayet¬ 
teville,  (ki.  ...  .  ....-R ..  .  . 

Reuel  S.  May  Jr.  —  laypian,  Jacksm,  Miss. 

Chris  'Decmire  —  pastor,.  Ptrsf  Baptist  Oiurcb.  Blanchard,  Okla.: . 

Ray 'Du-ner  —  layman,;  Bedford.  Va,  .  .  ...  'C  -  : 

Joe  Aulds  -  pastor,  Temple  Baptist  Chwcqh,  Wiansboro^'  u!  ‘  '  ’ 

1  Danny  E.  Watters  —  pastor.  Beulah  Baf^t  (Church,  Douglasviile,' Ga 

_ _ ^  j 


Redefining  success,  in  terms  of  service  rendered 


By  Wayne  Campbell 
Mark  10:3&45 

In  one  of  my  favorite  comic  strips,  Winnie  the 
Pooh  and  Piglet  are  sitting  on  a  log,  munching 
sandwiches.  Piglet  says  to  Pooh,“Wouldn’t  it  be 
great  to  be  millionaires. 
Pooh?” 

“Why?”  asks  Pooh. 

“Thra  we  could  afford  the 
finer  things  in  life,”  Piglet 
explains. 

“What  finer  things?”  Pboh 
responds.  “You’re  already 
eating  the  best  butter  money 
can  buy.” 

Tb  Pi^et,  success  was  out 
Campbell  somewhere  Tb  Pooh,  it 

was  in  hand. 

What  does  constitute  success?  In  our  lesson 
text,  James  and  John  approach  Jesus  with  a  re¬ 
quest  concerning  positions  of  honor  in  his 
kingdom.  Eiespite  the  indignation  we  may  feel, 
or  that  their  fellow  disciples  expressed,  at  their 
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audacity,  their  desire  was  quite  natural.  If 
Jesus  were  going  to  establish  a  kingdom,  who 
would  be  more  lineal  than  his  cousins  for  the 
highest  positions?  It  was  certainly  not  uncom¬ 
mon  for  rulers  to  appoint  relatives  to  positions 
of  prominence  Matthew  indicates  that  the  re¬ 
quest  was  spoken  by  their  mother,  which  seems 
reasonable  Parents  often  have  ambitions  for 
their  sons  and  daughters. 

Tlje  tragedy  is  that  the  sons  of  Zebede^  as 
well  as  the  other  apostles,  had  grasped  little 
if  any,  oi  their  Master’s  teaching  concerning  his* 
destmy  (10:32-34)  or  about  the  nature  of 
greatness  in  the  kingdom  of  (irod.  - 

Before  we  censure  James  and  John  too  har¬ 
shly,  we  ought  to  check  our  own  attitudes.  While 
we  may  deplore  the  mad  scramble  for  power 
and  prestige  in  the  secular  workplace,  are  we 
free  from  such  in  the  “work  of  the  Lord”?  Jesus 


knew  that  although  the  twelve  had  chosen  to 
follow  him  they  still  had  an  inadequate 
understanding  (rf  where  he  was  going.  (Commit¬ 
ting  one’s  life  to  Jesus  Christ  does  not  mean 
there  is  no  place  left  for  “success”  in  life,  but 
it  certainly  should  mean  that  one’s  concept  of 
success  is  being  conformed  to  his. 

Success  is  defined  by  Webster’s  New  Col¬ 
legiate  Dictionary  as  “a  degm  or  measure  of 
succeeding;  favorable  or  desired  outcome;  the 
attainment  of  wealth,  favor,  ot  eminence.” 

The  latter  part  of  that  defuiitiwi  mestv^  with 
the  commonly  accepted  view  cherished  by 
society.  But  can  we  as  followers  of  Ctu'ist  be 
governed  by  that  view?  Is  it  compatible  with 
our  professed  loyalty?  Is  it  consistent  with  the 
teachings  and  example  of  the  Lord  whose  name 
we  bear? 

Part  of  our  problem  with  success  is  that  we 
want  the  “best  of  two  worlds.”  That  is,  we  want 
to  hear  the  “well  done”  of  our  Savior  for  our 
devotion  to  his  cause,  but  want  to  hear  it  in  the 
roar  of  the  world’s  applause.  We  don’t  want  the 


world’s  destiny  nor  judgment  —  just  its  ap¬ 
proval  and  recognition.  While  longit^  for  the 
simtual  and  personal  rewards  of  serving  Jesus, 
we  have  difficulty  relinquishing  the  dnve  for 
success  as  defin^  by  the  world. 

Jesus  called  his  disciples  together  and  spoke 
to  them  about  greatness  in  terms  of  service 
The  secular  world  may  also.  But  the  difference 
is  that  while  the  world  associates  success  with 
service  commanded  or  received,  Jesus  spoke 
of  success  in  terms  of  service  rendered. 

One  family  man  wryly  commented,  “At  my 
house.  I’m  really  somebody!  My  wife  says, 
‘Somebody  neeck  to  take  out  the  garbage. 
Somebody  needs  to  replace  that  light 
bulb .. .’” 

The  way  tq  be  somebody  in  God’s  kingdom 
is  not  through  exercising  power  over  others,  but 
by  being  “servant  of  all”  The  world  need  not, 
indeed  cannot,  tell  us  when  we’re  successful  as 
followers  of  Ciu*ist.  But  he  can. 

Campbell  is  pastor.  Chunky  Church,  Chunky. 


Jephthah  —  where  did  he  stand  with  God? 


By  N.  Allan  Moseley 
I  Judges  10:1-12:15 

“We  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  inner  com¬ 
mitments  of  Warren  Harding  in  the  matter  of 
religion.”  These  are  the  words  used  to  sum¬ 
marize  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  29th  president  in 
Presidential  Profiles  —  a 
study  of  the  religion  of  our 
heacte  of  state  —  by  John 
Bonnell.  What  a  trag^y  it  is 
to  look  back  upon  tlw  career 
of  a  successful  person  and 
be  unable  to  determine 
his/her  inner  commitment 
to  (jiod.  After  a  review  of  the 
Moseley  record  of  Jephthah’s  life,  an 
accurate  assesstpent  of  his 
ielationship  to  (>od  is  difficult.  The  facts  seem 
mixed,  and  hypotheses  about  this  judge’s 
spiritual  life  vary  widely. 

Jephthah  was  the  son  of  Gilead  by  a  harlot, 
which  made  him  an  outcast  acconung  to  Old 
Ibstament  law  (Deut.  23:2).  Cfertainly  it  was 
through  no  fault  of  his  own  that  he  was  bom  in 
such  circumstances,  but  either  because  of  the 
law  or  because  of  embarrassment,  when 
Gilead’s  legitimate  sons  grew  up  they  drove 
Jephthah  out  (Judges  11:1-2).  Such  rejection  in 
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Israel  meant  that  he  would  have  been  not  only 
an  outcast  from  his  own  family,  but  an  exile 
from  his  nation  as  well.  As  a  result  of  being 
obstracized,  Jephthah  became  a  renegade,  or 
bandit,  in  the  land  of  Ibb.  While  he  was  there, 
“worthless  fellows”  gathered  to  him  (11:3). 
Perhaps  it  is  a  testimony  to  Jephthah’s 
character  that  he  attracted  such  ne’er-do-wells. 

In  the  next  stage  of  Jephthah’s  life  he  is  seen 
as  a  barterer.  Apparently  he  had  displayed 
military  acumen  while  in  exile,  because  the 
elders  of  Gilead  chose  him  as  the  one  to  lead 
in  battle  a^inst  the  Ammonites.  'Though  God 
had  been  directly  involved  in  the  choice  ^  other 
judges,  he  is  neither  mentioned  nor  consulted 
in  the  selection  of  Jephthah.  When  offered  the 
job,  Jephthah  bartered  over  the  terms.  He 
wanted  a  guarantee  that  he  would  be  the  head 
over  the  Gileadites,  ensuring  that  he  would  not 
be  thrust  out  as  an  exile  again  (11:9). 

'Iboe  must  have  been  sadistic  pleasure  in  be¬ 
ing  in  the  position  to  rule  over  the  very  people 
who  had  considered  him  an  outcast.  The  elders 
agreed  to  Jephthah’s  stipulation,  and  im¬ 


mediately  Jephthah  began  to  play  the  role  of 
diplomat  and  to  barter  with  the  Ammonites. 
Before  he  attacked,  he  wanted  to  make  sure  of 
the  nature  of  dispute  between  Israel  and  Am¬ 
mon.  The  Ammonites  claimed  that  Israel  had 
taken  their  land.  Jephthah,  evidently  an  astute 
student  of  Israel’s  history,  set  the  record 
straight  (11:14-27).  After  he  determined  that 
Ammon  was  in  the  wrong,  he  was  ready  to 
attack. 

Before  battle,  Jephthah  made  a  vow  to  the 
Lord.  The  intentira  of  the  vow  is  uncertain.  Was 
Jephthah  offering  to  the  Lord  a  genuine 
sacrifice  out  of  devotion  and  gratitude? 
Whatever  the  condition  of  Jephthah’s  heart,  the 
vow  was  a  foolish  one  (11:30-31).  Evidently  he 
was  committing  himself  to  offer  a  human 
sacrifice  to  the  Lord.  Such  an  act  was  in  con¬ 
flict  with  God’s  law,  but  it  was  in  concert  wil;|t 
the  pagan  practices  of  the  Clanaanites.  Perhaps  ’ 
he  was  exhibiting  zeal  without  knowledge 
(Rom.  10:2);  he  wanted  to  give  the  Lord 
something  grrat,  but  had  not  bothered  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  his  intentions  might  be  out  of  the  reveal¬ 
ed  will  of  God. 

After  the  Lend  gave  him  victory  (11:32-33), 
Jephthah’s  dau^ter  was  the  flrst  to  walk  out 
of  his  tent,  designating  her  as  the  one  to  be 
sacrificed.  Jephthah  proves  to  be  true  to  his 


vow,  which  is  an  admirable  trait.  However,  it 
cannot  be  right  to  fulfill  a  vow  that  was  out  of 
the  will  of  God  in  the  first  place  Rather  than 
perpetuate  the  sin,  the  error  should  be  admit¬ 
ted  instead  of  carried  out.  Tragically,  however, 
Jephthah,  believing  that  he  was  right,  killed  his 
only  child. 

'There  are  several  other  facts  about  the  faith 
of  Jephthah  that  make  it  difficult  to  draw  con¬ 
clusions  about  his  relationship  to  God.  Eight 
times  he  mentions  the  name  of  the  Lord  (11:9, 
20, 23, 24, 27, 30, 31, 35),  and  the  Spirit  (rf  the  Lord 
is  said  to  have  come  upon  him  (11:29).  Yet,  he 
also  mentions  the  name  of  fhemosh  (11:24)  as 
if  he  acknowledges  the  existence  and  activity 
of  that  pagan  deity.  His  willingness  to  practice, 
human  sacrifice  also  demonstrates  pa^nism’s 
influence  on  him.  ..  ..-r 

^ei^thah  was  a  child  of  his  times.  His  con- 
flienng  ideologies  and  practices  are  lustra¬ 
tions  of  the  syncretism  and  spiritual  vascilla- 
tion  in  all  of  Israel.  (3od  help  us  to  live  in  such 
a  way  that  those  who  write  our  biographies  will 
not  have  to  wonder  about  our  “inner  com¬ 
mitments  in  the  matter  of  religion.”  Jesus  said, 
“Let  your  light  shine!”  (Matt.  5:16). 

Allan  Moseley  is  pastor.  First  Church. 
Durham,  N.C.  (formerly  pastor.  Bayou  View, 
Gulfport). 


Disciples  to  be  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  truth 


By  Ibmmy  Vinson 
John  16:12-24 

Jesus  Christ  has  already  established  the  fact 
that  he  is  “the  way”  to  God  (14:6).  Now  he  is 
preparing  to  leave  his  discifrfes  behind.  The  ob¬ 
vious  question  arises,  “With 
CHirist  gone,  how  can  they 
find  the  way?”  The  answer 
is  that  he  is  going  to  leave  a 
divine  guiefe  no  one  less 
than  the  Spirit  of  God 
himself.  When  he  comes,  he 
will  guide  the  disciples  “in¬ 
to  all  truth”  (vs.  12). 

I.  The  Spirit's  Guiding. 
First,  “he  ^des  in  har¬ 
mony  with  (^’s  timing” 
Vinson  (yg  j2).  Jesus  had  many 
thii^  yet  to  teach  them,  but  he  also  knew  that 
their  ability  to  perceive  was  limited.  They 
perhaps  were  preoccupied  with  the  prediction 
of  their  own  desertion,  or  the  prophecy  of  a 
traitor  in  their  midst.  In  their  pre^t  emotional 
spiritual  state  they  could  not  “bear”  any  more 
Our  Lord  recognized  this,  and  being  the  great 
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teacher  he  was,  he  gave  them  the  right  athount 
of  truth  at  the  right  time  He  knew  that  later, 
when  the  Spirit  came,  he  would  clarify  the 
things  they  could  not  presently  understand. 

The  biograp^  of  Orrie  Ten  Boom  has  her. 
'asking  Papa  ^  Boom  about  the  facts  of  life. 
Papa  replies  by  requesting  that  Ckxrie  pick  up 
a  hMvy  suitcase  “rapa,  I  can’t,  it!s  too  heavy,  ’ 
Clorrie  replies. 

“You’re  right  Corrie,  but  some  day  you  can 
carry  it  The  same  is  true  with  your  question. 
You’re  not  ready  for  the  answer  yet  but  some 
day  you  will  be” 

Second,  the  Spirit  guides  in  harmony  with 
(lod'a  wo^.  The  SpiritSvill  never  lead  you  to  do 
anything  which  violates  (jod’s  reveal  will  in 
his  word  We  can  never  justify  our  disobedience 
by  saying  “the  spirit  led  me”  A  practical  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  woiikl  be  the  (Christian  young  man 
or  woman  who  says,  “but  the  Holy  Spirit  led  me 


Churches  adopt  expanded  annuity 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Church  Annuity 
Plan  since  those  reported  in  the  Feb.  8  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  At¬ 
tala:  Yockanookany;  Clarke:  Pleasant  Grove;  Gulicoast:  Gulfport 
Heights;  Hinds-Madison:  Farrias  Street,  First  Church  Madison,  and 
Terry  Qoad;  Jeff  Davis:  Bassfield;  Lamar:  Okahola;  Lee:  Bethany; 
LincoM:  Gear  Branch;  Lowndes:  Mount  Vernon;  Pearl  River: 
Goodyear;  Washington;  Parkview;  and  Webster:  Montevista. 


to  marry  them  even  though  they  are 
unbelievers”  (cf.  II  Cor.  6:14). 

II.  The  Spirit  glorifying  (vss.  14.  15) 

The  Spirit’s  ministry  wul  be  centered  in  the 
person  Jesus  Christ  —  “He  shaU  glorify  me” 
(vs.  14).  John  Chrysostom,  one  of  &  greatest 
preachers  in  Christian  history,  held  6,000  peo¬ 
ple  spellbound  in  the  great  church  of  Ck>nstan- 
tii^le  Things  looked  good  and  large  in  John’s 
ministry,  but  he  became  discourage.  A  friend 
went  to  him  and  said,  “John,  you  ought  not  be 
discouraged.  You  are  the  most  popular 
preacher  in  this  city.  Six  thousand  people  hang 
upon  your  words.  Your  praises  are  upon  the  lips 
of  the  peo|de  on  the  street.  You  are  honored  and 
praise  everywhere.” 

Chrysostom’a  great  eyes  filled  with  tears.  He 
said,  “Is  that  the  comfort  you  bring  me?  Is  that 
the  consolation  you  offer?  I  do  not  want  the  p^ 
pie  to  praise  John.  I  want  the  people  to  praise 
Jesus.^’  Chrysostom’s  ministry  was  marked  by 
the  Spirit  God  because  he  made  much  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

III.  Ihe  saint's  grappiing  (vss.  16-22)  • 

The  disciples  were  struggling  to  understand 


what  Jesus  meant  by  “a  little  while  you  shall 
not  see  me;  and  again,  a  little  while  and  you 
shall  see  me.”  Some  teach  that  these  words 
refer  either  to  the  l^irifa  coming  on  Pentecost 
after  our  Lord’s  death,  or  to  our  Lord’s  second 
coming  at  the  end  of  the  age.  It  seems  more 
consistent  with  the  context  to  believe  that  our 
Lord  referred  here  to  his  death  and  to  his  subse¬ 
quent  post-resurrection  experiences.  Tlie 
mistake  they  made  was  in  tryi^  to  figure  it  out 
themselves  rather  than  imm^iatdy  asking 
Jesus  (vs.  17). 

IV.  The  Spirit’s  giving  (vss.  23-24) 

There  is  coming  a  day  when  they  will  no 
longer  need  to  ask  Jesus  any  questions  (vs.  23). 
There  are  two  reasons  fcH*  this:  they  will  have 
a  completed  revelation,  the  Word  of  God;  and 
they  will  have  an  inwai^  teacher,  the  Spirit  of 
Goa.  With  God'S  spirit  in  our  heart  and  hu  Word 
in  our  hand,  we  are  equipped  to  know  the  will 
of  the  Father  so  that  we  can  pray  “in  Jesus’ 
name”  (vs.  24).  The  end  result  of  such  asking 
and  receiving  will  be  that  our  “joy  will  be  full.” 

Tbrnmy  Vinson  is  pastor.  Crossgates  Chnrch, 
Brandon. 


A  student  who  changes  the  course 
of  history  is  probably  taking  an  exam. 
—  Franklin  P.  Jones  in  Quote 
Magazine 

A  committee  is  a  group  of  people 
who  talk  for  hours  to  prod^  a  reiwt 
called  minutes.  —  (A.D.) 


Wife,  to  Elskimo hubby:  “Sitting  on 
top  of  the  world,  and  still  you  com¬ 
plain.’’  ^  (Thie  Experience) 

When  I  hear  somebody  sigh,  “Life 
is  hard,”  I  am  always  tempM  to  ask, 
“Gunpared  to  what?”  —  Houghton 
Mifflin 


Bush  family  split 
over  abortion 

The  family  of  President  Georae 
Bush  is  s|^t  along  gender  lines  on  the 
issue  of  abortion,  with  the  president 
opposed  to  it  and  his  wife  leaning 
toward  the  ptxxhoice  position.  — 
NEWSWEEK  MAGAZII^ 
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Lebanon’s  civil  war  worsens 
Baptists  help  feed  victims 


RICHMOND,  Va 


provide  funds  to  Letianese  Baptists  such  as  Syria  and  Israel  as  well  as  the 
who  will  work  with  World  Vision  to  United  States  had  heightened  the 
provide  food  to  about  SOO  families  in  complexity  of  the  strHe.  ^ 

Catholics  and  other  Christians  once 
lived  throughout  Lebanon  but  now  are 
confined  to  less  than  20  percent  of  the 
nni'nhnhuihu.^**"*  temporarily  country,  essentially  in  East  Beirut 
uninhabitable.  .  and  the  sunoundiiJg  areas. 

In  anottwr  project,  tte  12  Baptist  *  maioritv  of  Lebanon’s  3 

million  people,  as  usual,  are  on  the 
food  to  victims  of  the  strife  in  their  sidelines^  powerless  to  stop  the  strife, 

,  accOTding  to  observers,  liie  Lebanese 

We  re  working  to  get  some  Army  led  by  Gen.  Michel  Aoun  and 
emergency  help  mto  Lebanon  as  soon  the  Lebanese  Forces  militia  com¬ 
as  we  possibly  can,”  said  Pete  Dunn,  manded  Samir  Geagea  are  the 
one  of  24  Southern  Baptist  mis-  combaUnts.  Many  East  Beirut 
sionaries  who  worked  in  Lebanon  un-  residents  have  fled  into  predominant- 
tU  1986,  when  the  U.S.  State  Depart-  ly  Muslim  Wtest  Beirut.  Those  remain- 
ment  suspended  passport  privileges  ing  in  the  batUe  zones,  meanwhile, 
for  Americans  there.  The  restriction  r^arly  retreat  to  bomb  shelters 
remains  in  force,  and  Dunn  and  a  Tho  eirifa 

have^'iocateSTin^Ofl^***'”'^"**  refusal  to  accept  a  government  that 
have  relocated  in  Cyprus.  emerged  from  a  coiderence  of  Chris- 

“We  need  (to  send)  medicines,  food,  tian  and  Muslim  Lebanese  leaders 
water,”  Dunn  said.  “We  need  mis-  last  fall.  The  government  is  interna- 
sionaries  in  Lebanon  where  they  can  tionally  recognized  and  supported  by 
be  of  help.”  Syria,  which  has  deployed  troops  in 

The  February  flare-up  is  the  worst  Lebanon.  However,  A)un  insists  that 
among  Catholic  factions  since  Syria  withdraw. 

Lebanon’s  civil  war  bc^n.  Previous-  Toalston  writes  for  FMB. 


De  Klerk 


acting  on  religious  beliefs? 


vmith  Tninist«>re  ^  depute  between  faculty  and  ad- 

111X1X10 i,c;x  s  mimstrationandtrusteessinceOc- 

i:v-wrvn  j  trustees’  new 

TORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  Diamonds  “conservative”  majority  changed  the 
and  youth  ministry  will  shine  together  way  the  school  chooses  faculty 
this  April  at  Southwestern  Seminary’s  members.  Suteequently,  at  least  18 
22nd  annual  Youth  Ministry  Lab.  faculty  and  administrators  —  in- 
“Youth  Ministry  A  Cut  Above,”  is  the  eluding  the  president  and  faculty  dean 
theme  of  this  year’s  event,  coinciding  ^jjaye  resign^  or  retired 
wth  the  7^  annivereary  of  ^  school  B^liccrediting  agencies  launch- 

^  religious  education  at  ed  investigations  of  Southeastern 
SouUiw^tem.  almost  two  years  ago.  Both  agencies 

The  lab  IS  April  6-8  on  the  seminary  issued  reports  critical  of  the 
campus.  The  theme  for  the  event  is 
based  on  the  Old  Testament  verse 
Daniel  12:3  —  “those  who  lead  men  to 
righteousness  will  shine  like  stars.” 

The  event  is  run  by  a  committee  of 


convictions.  ANC  leaders.  Now  that  he  has 

Mandela,  head  of  the  recently-  legitimized  the  movement  and  releas- 
legalized  African  National  Congress,  ed  its  leader,  De  Klerk  says  h^ 
was  released  Feb.  11  after  28  years  of  believes  the  ANC  vrill  no  longer  resort 
imprisonment.  to  violent  tactics. 

Conservatives  protested  Mandela’s  “Who  would  think  we  live  in  a  Oiris- 

release  b^use  of  the  ANC’s  reputa-  tian  country  when  F.  W.  De  Klerk 
seminary,  raising  issues  of  institu-  against  blacks  and  chose  a  Sunday  to  free  Mandela?” 

tional  effectiveness/image,  faculty 
selection,  perceptions  of  academic 
freedom  and  seminary  governance. 

.  .  ^  .  ,  Trustees  and  faculty  drafted 

sU^ts  who  have  an  mterest  m  youth  separate  responses  to  those  reports, 
ministry.  as  did  Presidmt  Lewis  A.  Drummond, 

who  worked  with  a  committee 
^  representing  the  school’s 

constituencies.  * 

Retired  editor  Owen 
dies  in  Nashville  Jack  Massey  dies 


Kind  one  to  another 


By  Don  Dobson 

Be  kind  and  compassionate  to  one  another  (Ephesians  4:32  N.I.V.}. 
The  Apostle  Paul  aroears  to  have  picked  up  on  Christ’s  “one  another”  motif. 
In  Ephesians,  he  tells  us  to  be  kind  to  each  other.  What  a  radical  idea!  Are 
we  really  to  be  kind  to  people ;  and  if  we  are,  just  what  does  this  word  mean? 

BThe  New  Testament  concept  of  “kind”  is  defined  as  be¬ 
ing  good,  pleasant,  and  gracious.  The  world  is  literally  star¬ 
ving  to  death  for  good,  pleasant,  and  gracious  people  Cer¬ 
tainly  those  of  us  who  are  Christians  should  be  kind  to  a 
starving  world.  Can  we  not  be  good  to  those  who  are  bad? 
Can  we  not  be  pleasant  to  those  who  are  unpleasant?  Can 
we  not  be  gracious  to  those  who  are  less  than  appreciative? 
Surely  we  can.  Biblically,  we  must. 

We  must,  because  we  serve  a  kind  God.  He  is  gracious. 
He  is  good.  He  is  pleasant.  As  Thomas  a’Kempis  said,  “We 
are  an  imitation  of  Christ.” 

Dobson  .  Kindness  is  not  being  chivalrous,  or  gallant,  or  even  be¬ 
ing  a  part  of  an  oj^nization.  It  is  an  attitude  of  the  heart. 


